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IAEA and Its Efficiency in Verification
—— Four Case Studies of IAEA Verification in the Middle East

SUN Degang

Abstract Since it founded in 1957, IAEA has undergone three periods of formation, development
and improvement. Meanwhile, its efficiency of verification has also experienced changes. The paper
attempts to put forward a hypothesis that there are three factors contributing to its efficiency, namely, the
perfection of the agency’s verification mechanism, the support of great powers to the agency, and the
integration of the verified countries into the international system. The in-depth case studies of IAEA
verification in the Middle East countries of Israel, Iraq, Libya and Iran have proved the above-mentioned
hypothesis.
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