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1.
1.

The Cairo Trilogy from the View of the Feminist Cultural
Criticism

LU Yiwei

Abstract  In modern history of Egyptian literature, women were still positioned as ‘others’ who
are carved out by men in the new discourse system of ‘liberation’. The numerous myths of women’s
liberation concealed the absence of women as the main body. This article analyzes three liberation
paths of women fighting against traditional gender roles conceived in ‘The Cairo Trilogy’, the
representative work of famous Egyptian writer Naguib Mahfouz. By the analysis it discusses the
impact of the discourse ‘men-dominated women’s liberation’ to the mold of new gender roles and
establishment of self-discipline of women.

Key Words  Naguib Mahfouz; The Cairo Trilogy; Feminist Cultural Criticism
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