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Studies on Early Political Thoughts of Twelver Shi‘ism

WANG Feng

Abstract The preliminary political thought is embodied in the doctrine of the Imamate elaborated
by the sixth Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq. The Imam must be a descendant of the Prophet through ‘Ali and
Fatima, who deriving his exclusive authority by the explicit designation by the previous Imam, and
inheriting the special knowledge of religion coming down in the family from generation to generation.
Thus the function of the Imam is chiefly the religious leadership and the spiritual guidance of the
community, not the temporal power. This theory comes mainly from the need for twelver Shi‘ism to
meet the challenges via religious means to its legitimacy as the successor of the Prophet, or the
leadership of Muslim community from within Shi’ism or Sunnism, in particular the ‘Abbasids.

Key Words Twelver Shi‘ism; Imamate; Principle of Designation; Principle of Knowledge; Islamic
Culture
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