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On China-Arab States Strategic Cooperation

SUN Degang

Abstract Since the establishment of “China-Arab States Cooperation Forum” in 2004, the two sides
have forged special political relations. Such a special tie, different from alliance, has strategic attributes,
which has transcended the common state-to-state relations in the world. In the next decade, Sino-Arab
strategic cooperation will receive a golden historical opportunity. Nevertheless, whether the Forum will
rise to a formal organization like SCO is determined by two competing factors. The encouraging factors
are that China and Arab countries both highlight mutual-trust, multi-polarity, diversity of development
modes and dialogue among civilizations; the discouraging factors are that Arab countries have intrinsic
internal discord, low integration and are heavily dependent on the west. To uplift the strategic relations,
China and Arab States should eliminate the impact of “Islamic threat” and “China threat” among the
people, enhance each other’s position in their overall diplomacy and respect each other’s vital interest.
Key Words  Sino-Arab Relations; China’s Middle East Policy; Strategic Cooperation; Quasi-alliance;
China’s Diplomacy
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