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Abstract On July 2, 2011, Morocco passed a new constitutional amendment
confirming Berber and Arabic parallel to the official language of Morocco. Since the
independence in 1956, the official language policy has experienced developments
and changes in two main phases, namely the unified domination of Arabic and the
duality of paying equal attention to Berber and Arabic. The paper incorporates the
development of Berber cultural movements and analyzes the political and cultural
background of Morocco giving up the single language policy while adopting a
diversified one. Meanwhile, it reveals the interactive relationship between the
official language policy and the language rights, the right to speak and national
identity and so forth, and further analyzes the influential factors of the Moroccan
official language policy changes from a level of national, regional as well as
international situation.

Key Words Official Language Policy; Berber; Berber Cultural Movement;
Language Rights; National Identity.
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