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“Islamism”: The Global Context,
Social Movement and Political Ideology
LIU Yi
Abstract Islamism is firstly a kind of religious movement which has recurred many times in history,

while its resurgence in the contemporary world is really connected with the disadvantageous situation of
Muslim world since the modern period. And this situation gets worse owing to the great transformation
of globalization from the 1970s. Islamism is just to deal with this problem with a religious symbol. From
a sociological perspective, Islamism can be seen as a kind of social movement and political ideology.
Globalization is the main context of contemporary Islamism. At the same time, Islamism itself is
globalized. It’s not only about the organizations, but also its ideologies and objectives.

Key Words Islamism; Globalization; Social Movement; Political Ideology; Political Islam
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