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The Function Assessments for Mosques at the Background of
Globalization

MA Lirong

Abstract The basic function of mosque is providing arena for religious service which contains the
publicity of “Six Beliefs” and the practice of “Five Pillars”. In the process of coordinating the
relationship between people and Allah, the essence of the mosque to disseminate and practice the Islamic
theological spirit is highlighted, the “Change and No Change” law of basic architectural elements
development is also derived. The mosque also has the functions of education, scientific research,
charities, judicature, diplomacy and community service, etc. infiltrates the Islamic feelings of “Secular
Concern”, and solves the human relationships. The functional variation refracted the embarrassment of
the mosque which survived in the crevice of religion and politics. The “involving mosque incidents” are
the results of which that all sorts of power elites rely on the symbolic resources advantages to achieve
the objective of “political mobilization” deviating from the peaceful essence of Islam and the mosque’s
spirit of “No Force”. To make an objective assessment for mosque functions at the background of
globalization is also to ponder on the “Islamic elements” in the global governance. The functional
evolution of mosque will have far-reaching impact on the theory and practice of global dialogues among
civilizations. The functional variation of mosque will still increase the difficulty of solution to the Arab-
Islamic problems by way of “involving mosque incidents”. Weather or not could the mosque Imams
stick to the main spirit of “peace and no force” will have some impact on the national and regional
non-conventional security. The derived function of mosque has already played a special and positive role
in the concrete practice of solving the Muslim immigrants in America and in Europe.

Key Words Mosque function; Islamic Civilization; Arab-Islamic Problem; Non-conventional Security;
Global Governance
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