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European Union and Saudi Arabia’s Democratization Process

NIU Song

Abstract European Union has paid more attention to GCC countries such as Saudi Arabia since
9 « 11, for it is good for the construction of a new pattern of Western—Islamic relationship in the future.
The dynamics of EU’s promotion of Middle East democratization process includes: defending Europe’s
security, safeguarding Saudi stability, exporting Europe’s democracy and offsetting US’s pressure. Firstly,
EU encourages Saudi Arabia to integrate into world economy by means of active economic and trade
cooperation. Secondly, EU pays tolerance to Saudi political system and respects Islam. EU’s democratic
values are based on the defense of human rights and democracy is not the ultimate aim but a kind of
effective step. With EU’s indirect effects, there are many democratization initiatives in Saudi Arabia,
such as local election, governmental restructuring, the birth of non-violent civil organization and
improvement of women status. Sound interaction exists between EU and Saudi Arabia.

Key Words European Union; Saudi Arabia; Democratization; Economic and Trade Cooperation
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