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Perspectives on the Internal Conflict in Arab States from the Contra-

dictions between Identity of Ethnic Group and Identity of Nation State

LIU Zhongmin

Abstract In Arab world, there are multi-identities of ethnicity, state, nationality, and religion that
determines the identity of nation state has been puzzled by multi-identities in Arab states. This paper
discussed the challenges of ethnic identities including race, language, religion, and sect to the identity of
nation state in Arab states, and analyzed four primary forms of ethnic conflicts: the ethnic conflict due to
the power division between different ethnic groups; the ethnic conflict due to power monopolization by
one ethnic group; the ethnic conflict between main ethnic group and ethnic minorities; the conflict
because of transnational ethnic groups pursuing autonomy and independence. To some extent, ethnic
conflicts reflected the problems and setbacks in the process of nation-state building in Arab states.

Key Words Arab Countries; Identity of Nation State; Identity of Ethnic Group; Internal Conflict
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