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On Perceptions Between Turkey and China
R. Kutay KARACA

(R. Kutay KARACA, Ph.D, Assoc.Prof., Istanbul Gelisim University,

The Department of Political Science and International Relations)
Abstract Diplomatic relations between Turkey and China in political and

economic field have improved significantly in recent years. But the degree of
favorability to people to people exchange is extremely low because of the influential
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factors, which are mostly stemmed from the issue of “Eastern Turkistan”, the
thoughts of the past, the trade imbalance and the media’s negative and adverse
approach to the issues. In order to solve the low favorability problem, both sides not
only should depend on exchange and dialogue institutionally, but also rely on social
and cultural interactions informally to enhance the mutual understanding accordingly.
This article tries to analyze the impact of the perceptions between Turkish and
Chinese peoples to the relations of both countries. In case of this the main question
of this presentation is whether the public’s attitude became a major hinder and
heavily influenced the decision-makers or not on the basis of Turkish-Chinese
relations.

Key Words  Turkey-China Relations; Perception; Public Opinion; Foreign Policy;
China and the Middle East
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