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Sandra Mackey The Iranians: Persian, Islam and the Soul of a Nation New York: A Plume
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The Political System of Islamic Republic of Iran

WANG Zhenrong

Wang Zhenrong, Ph.D. Student of 2010, Lecturer of Persian language and
literature of Shanghai International Studies University

Abstract  Islamic republic is the name given to the states which are ruled by
Islamic laws, including the Islamic Republics of Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Mauritania. Among these countries, Iran joined the process of modernization earlier
than the others, but after several social reforms in Pahlavi Dynasty, the Islamic
Revolution broke out in 1979 and the Pahlavi Dynasty was overthrown. The new
regime is directed by the theory on separation of three powers under governance of
the jurist. The victory of the revolution seemed to be a basic reason for adopting
“theocracy” in Iran, while after Iran-lraq war, political isolation, economic sanction,
the nuclear issue and election crisis, the reason why such a political system can still
make progress and keep effective should be studied further. This article aims to
analyze the historical roots of the establishment of this political system in terms of
traditional political thoughts of ancient Persian, religious thoughts of Shi’i Islam,
thoughts on modernization from western countries and failures of the other reforms.
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