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Middle Eastern Non-governmental Human Rights
Organizations: Function, Characteristics and
Challenges

LU Yaojun

Abstract Since the late of 20" century, the human rights context has
gradually relaxed in the Middle East, the various kinds of Declaration of
Human Rights was enacted, human rights organizations at all levels launched
activities in the Islamic countries, which providing a theoretical and
organizational preparations for the emergence of non-governmental human
rights organizations in the Middle East. Non-governmental human rights
organizations promoted the growth of concepts and critical spirit of human
rights in the Middle East, enhanced the concern degree of the Middle East
countries’ governments on human rights, and became a important media of
internalizing international human rights standards, which easing the
antagonism within society. “Human rights dependency syndrome” affected
the characteristics of non-governmental human rights organizations, while
these organizations were mostly led by the elites, and human rights activity
limited to specific groups and regions. In modern society, human rights
organizations are facing many challenges, but it has undoubtedly become the
potential power that promote Middle East political democratization and the
development of human rights.

Key Words Middle East; Islam; Human Rights Organizations; NGOs
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