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Theoretical and Empirical Analysis of U.S.-Saudi
Quasi-alliance Diplomacy

SUN Degang

Abstract Since the end of WWII, the U.S.-Saudi special relations have been based on quasi-alliance
diplomacy, which features informality of cooperative mechanism, selectiveness of target, flexibility of
means and ambiguity of strategy. Their bilateral quasi-alliance diplomacy formation can be interpreted
from the perspecitves of system, state and sub-state levels, among which the sense of security and
interest community consolidates the quasi-alliance diplomacy. Since “9.11”, U.S. has relied not only on
Saudi Arabia but also the rest of GCC countries, and its quasi-alliance strategy reveals diversity, while
Saudi Arabia makes use of EU, Russia, China and India to balance U.S. influence. The two sides’
bilateral strategic readjustment might be a potiential threat to their mutual quasi-alliance diplomacy.

Key Words U.S. Middle East Policy; U.S.-Saudi Relations; Quasi-alliance Diplomacy; International
Security; The Gulf Region
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