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China’ s Public Diplomacy to the Arab Countries: Overview, Evaluation and Suggestions

YU Yong
Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International Studies University 200083, China

Abstract: In recent years, the Arab world and China’s economic and trade relations have rapidly
developed, which matches the trend of China’ s increasing of hard power. Meanwhile, some Arab countries and
their people have misread China’ s foreign policy, especially in the past three years, which shows China’ s lack
of enough soft power on the other hand. Consequently, enhancing China’ s public diplomacy to the Arab world
seems to be an urgent task. Although China has made great efforts to practice such diplomatic activities, there
is a long way to promote the mechanism construction, the capacity and means of handling the affairs when
Chinese expect to have a good outcome from their public diplomacy.

Key Words: public diplomacy; Arab countries; overall diplomacy; China’ s national image



