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Global Review

With China’s rapid and spectacular rise in the 21st century, Japan, the U.S.,
Australia, and India are drawing closer on a shared value-based identity, and may
head toward an alliance or quasi-alliance of democracy to hedge against or even
contain China out of an outdated Cold War mentality. The four counties are likely
to take both hard and soft balance to contain China through military deterrence,
economic obstruction, diplomatic intervention, public opinion misleading,
ideological attacks and other means. It has been almost ten year since the
“Japan-U.S.-Australia-India” strategic cooperation framework was proposed in
2006. Although the quartet strategic dialogue has stalled, the strategic cooperation
among them has continued to strengthen at bilateral and trilateral levels, featuring a
quasi-alliance. However, it is not so easy for Japan, the U.S, Australia, and India to
achieve an “alliance of democracy” before the quartet strategic dialogue is formally
resumed. China is certainly the common strategic target of the four countries, but
to maximize their respective national interests is their ultimate goal. Considering
such an alliance is still at its rudimentary stage, China should actively seize the
opportunity to adopt a different strategy, so as to break down the quadrilateral
strategic cooperation, overcome the current security conundrum, and create a
favorable environment for its peaceful rise.

Japan’s Military Base in Djibouti and Its Implications

SUN Degang and CHEN Youjun

Japan’s foreign deployment of armed forces has undergone two stages since the
beginning of the 21st century, i.e. the preparatory stage in which it participated in
the U.S. military operations in Afghanistan and Irag, and the upgraded stage in
which it opened an anti-piracy base in Djibouti. The motivations behind the
Djibouti deployment include Japan’s pursuit of major power status in Africa in
political and economic terms, popular domestic support, the Djibouti government’s
request and embracing posture, and the U.S. endorsement. Since Shinzo Abe took
office, the Middle East and Africa have become an important component of his
“global diplomacy.” The military base in Djibouti serves not only as a venue for
anti-piracy and counter-terrorism cooperation among the U.S., Japan, and the EU,
but also a bridge tower for Japan’s competition for the African market with
emerging economies. Therefore, it is significant in both geopolitical and
geo-economic terms.
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