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Anchor of the Empire: UK’ s Overseas Military Base Deployment
and Strategic Adjustment

Sun Degang
( Middle East Studies Institute Shanghai International Studies University Shanghai 200083)

Abstract: Throughout the modern times overseas military bases have always been a “bridgehead” for the Great Britain to
safeguard its overseas interests to control strategic routes to consolidate its position as global leader and to prevent other coun—
tries from seeking sea power. The expansion and shrinkage of its overseas military bases has been a sign of shift in its global pow—
er. British overseas military base deployment roughly falls into three phases: expansion ( from the 18th century to the outbreak of
WWII)  shrinkage ( from the end of WWII to that of The Cold War) and declination ( since the end of Cold War) . The three
stages of UK’ s overseas military base deployment in turn took on the features of “networking’  “centralization” and “miniaturi—
zation”  and its tasks have shifted from traditional combat capabilities to multifold functions covering military and civil missions
disaster relief peacekeeping and public diplomacy. Geopolitics-oriented strategy and overseas bases used for military training are
the key factors affecting the deployment of British overseas military bases.
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