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GCC-EU FTA Negotiations: Past and Future
ZHOU Hua

Abstract The marathon GCC-EU free trade agreement negotiations have dragged on for over two
decades. In 2008, the European Union hesitated at the last minute and refused to sign a draft agreement.
The Gulf Cooperation Council then suspended the negotiations. Intransigence on both sides resulted in a
deadlock. This article tries to explore the root causes of the impasse and the possibility for breaking the
deadlock by analyzing GCC-EU economic and trade relations and reviewing the negotiation process,
hoping to shed some light on the ongoing FTA negotiations between China and the Gulf Cooperation
Council. .
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