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Oil Crisis in 1973 and the Change of Japan’s Middle East Policy
ZHANG Shaoduo

Abstract  With the outbreak of the 4™ Middle East War in 1973, Arab countries started to use oil as a
political weapon. Under the pressure of oil crisis, Japan had to make an announcement to criticize Israel.
However, America, Japan’s most important ally after WWII, has played an important role in Japan’s
foreign policy. The first step for Japan was how to persuade America to accept Japan’s Middle East
Policy Change.

Key Words Japan’s Foreign Policy; Middle East Policy; Oil Crisis; Japanese-American Relations;
Yom Kippur War
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