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The scenario of “Islam hijack democracy” has undermined the US’s determination to promote democracy

in Middle East, which seems to support “Middle East exceptionalism”. However, the relationship between Islam and
democracy is not structural conflict, The conflict between Islam and democracy originates from the hostile shared idea
created by both two sides. The diversification and transformation of Political Islam gave rise to different attitudes toward
democracy among different groups of Political Islam, and the transformation trend of Political Islam is conducive to
democratization process. At the same time, the changed attitude of US’ toward Political Islam demonstrates that the two
sides can construct a harmonious shared idea in the issue of democratization through positive interactions.
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