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Abstract Ever since the Khomeini Revolution in Iran, Syria and Iran has maintained a quasi-alliance in political,

military and security field. Divided into three phrases of beginning, development and muturity, such a quasi-alliance is
mainly based on common security interest of the two sides, namely, the confrontation with Sadam’s Iraq regime, the
balance against Turkey-Israel military alliance as well as the US-Israel pact respectively. After the Iraq war in 2003, Bush
administration carried out “the Greater Middle East Initiative” , and found Syria-Iran quasi-alliance had become a barrier
to the political reform of the Middle East countries. Since then, the two countries, pressed by America, have taken some
counter-measures, and the Lebanon-Israel conflict in July 2006 is the result of contradiction and confrontation between
Syria-Iran quasi-alliance and US-Israel quasi-alliance. In order to wedge Syria-lIran special relation, US tries to persuade
Syria to break down special relation with Iran, while exerts greater pressure on Iran. In the future, it’s not likely for the
two sides to join a formal alliance against US. Nevertheless, so long as the two sides are confronted with common
security threat, the special relation will last long. To some degree, Syria-Iran quasi-alliance has restrained US and Israeli
pursuit of hegemony in the Middle East, and it has objectively provided a better external envrionment for other major
powers’ Middle East diplomacy.
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