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International System Transformation and the Big Powers’
Quasi-alliance Diplomacy in the Middle East

SUN Degang

Abstract To expand military influence, the U.S., Russia, EU and Japan have carried out quasi-alliance
diplomacy in the Middle East. China has also initiated quasi-alliance diplomacy in the region, but
emphasizing common development. Sino-Arab Forum, the bilateral cooperative mechanisms between
China and core regional states, such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Sudan, as well as the consultative
mechanism for the solution to the regional hot-spot issues are three major platforms for the
implementation of China’s quasi-alliance diplomacy. The big powers’ quasi-alliance diplomacy results
from the transformation of international system, featuring complex international security,
interdependence and the change of these states’ identities.

Key Words International System Transformation; Big Power Relations; Quasi-alliance Diplomacy;
Military Bases; China’s Middle East Diplomacy
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