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Abstract  The US military deployment in Saudi Arabia has so far gone through
three stages of forward operating site, main operating base, and cooperative security
location successively, which is driven by their common security concerns of possible
rising nuclear Iran, deteriorating lIragi security situation, and the escalating terrorist
threat inside the Gulf, etc. On the one hand, the US military bases in Saudi Arabia
have worsened the security dilemma among Washington, Riyadh, and Tehran. On
the other hand, due to the structural complimentarity between the US and Saudi
Arabia, military cooperation remains the key domain of their multi-dimensional ties
in the years to come.
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