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Religious and Ethnic Groups in the Syria Internal War

CHEN Yiyi

(Professor, Director, Center for Middle East Peace Studies, Institute of Arts and
Humanities, Shanghai Jiao Tong University)

Abstract  Almost three years into Syria's internal war, with over 120 thousands
lives killed, 6.5 million displaced refugees flooding the neighboring countries, the
situation has become more complex. This paper attempts to examine the various
religious and ethnic groups in Syria, especially their developing role and relative
importance in this war, and their relationships with groups and countries outside of
Syria. This information can bring clearer understanding of the situation on the
ground, thus help relevant entities of the Chinese government to work with the
different groups as early as possible. The informed and timely bilateral efforts by the
Chinese government can prepare China well when joining multilateral negotiations
under the UN framework. It also smoothes obstacles for future Chinese participation
in Syria's post-war reconstruction. Both aspects facilitate a more constructive role
for China in stopping Syria's civil war, while sharing major power responsibilities
with the US and Russia in the Middle East.

Key Words  Syria's Internal War; Religious and Ethnic Groups; Post-war Recons-
truction
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