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The Social Change in the Oil-producing Countries in the
Contemporary Middle East

HUANG Minxing

Abstract With the development of oil production, the oil-producing countries in the Middle East
have experienced rapid economic and social development after World War Il, which has profound
influence on their social structure. Nomads have decreased in number; large landlords have become
businessmen or modern farmers after the strike in land reform; small farmers have become cooperation
members. They have used modern technology, or migrated to cities; large bourgeois experienced serious
strike in Iraq, but expanded rapidly in other countries; traditional craftsmen and pedlars have had hard
time, while “new middle class” increased in number; slaves were the only class which disappeared
completely, industrial workers rose in force, and the poor were on the increase in cities;
bureaucrat-capitalist class is a new class, while the traditional privileges of ulema are restricted; foreign
workers as a new group are in serious opposition to the natives; the governments have taken “carrot and
stick” policy towards minorities; the polarity between rich and poor exists in every country. To
summarize, the social structure in the oil-producing countries lags behind their economic development.
Key Words the Gulf Region; the Middle East Issue; Oil-Producing Countries; Social Change
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