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Technical Assistance and the Construction of Israeli’s

Soft Power

MIN Jie

( Min Jie, Ph.D candidate, the Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International
Studies University)

Abstract  Technical assistance as an important part of a country's foreign policy,
and also plays an important role in the process of construction of national soft power.
Since 1948, Israeli government values the role of technical assistance and sets up the
International Cooperation Center (MASHAV) for taking charge. Until 2009,
MASHAV has trained about 250,000 course participants from approximately 132
countries in Israel and abroad and has developed dozens of demonstration projects
worldwide in fields of Israeli expertise. Successful implementation of technical
assistance, not only improved Israeli’s international image and the capability of
people-to-people diplomacy, but also became an important part of Israel's foreign
policy.

Key Words Technical Assistance; Soft Power; Israeli Diplomacy
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