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the world’s workshop and India the global office. The author argues that domestic insti-
tutions shape a country’s growth pattern by affecting the mobility of production factors.
Specifically, institutional arrangements in labor and land markets play an important role
in enhancing or undermining labor mobility. China’s high labor mobility strengthens its
comparative advantage in labor-intensive production, making the manufacturing sector
attractive to investment. In contrast, India’s low labor mobility undermines its compara-
tive advantage in labor-intensive production, making its skilled service sector more at-
tractive to investment. Understanding the mechanism of institutional effect on growth
pattern has important implications on good governance. Although high labor mobility is
desirable for economic efficiency, mobility-enhancing institutions that constrain labor
rights might undermine a country’s innovative capability in the long run.

[Key Words] governance, economic development, domestic institutions, labor mobili-
ty, manufacturing

[ Author] Zheng Yu, Professor of International Politics at the School of International
Relations and Public Affairs (SIRPA) at Fudan University.

On the Conditions of Great Powers’ Overseas Military Base Deployment
Sun Degang (40) '

[ Abstract] Overseas military bases are the geographical and functional extension of the
user nations’ domestic bases. The current literature rests on four research areas, name-
ly, political roles, military functions, legal limits, and social movement. Yet, a sys-
tematic research on the external and internal conditions of the deployment of overseas
military bases is relatively sparse. This article puts forward five hypotheses in this re-
spect; (1) great powers’ concern of geopolitical imbalance is the strategic condition of
its overseas military bases; (2) great powers’ reliance on military technological ad-
vancement for power projection is the technical condition; (3) the host nation’s atti-
tude towards overseas military bases is the diplomatic condition; (4)the capability and
resolve of great powers’ financial support at home constitutes the fiscal condition; (5)
great powers’ ability to transform the political issue of military deployment into a legal
one is the legal condition. Based on the empirical research of great powers’ military
deployment in the Middle East and Islamic regions, this article finds that the afore-
mentioned five conditions are not equally important; the strategic condition ranks the
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first, determining the necessity of deploying overseas military bases; the technical and
diplomatic conditions rank the second, determining the capability of great powers’ over-
seas military base deployment; the fiscal and legal conditions rank the third, determi-
ning the forms and essence of great powers’ military base deployment abroad.

[Key Words] overseas military bases, military deployment, power projection, interna-
tional security, Islamic world

[ Author] Sun Degang, Professor at the Middle East Studies Institute of Shanghai In-
ternational Studies University, Shanghai, and the Honorary Research Fellow of the

“International Security Research Team” at Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences.

Wedge Strategy and Prealignment
Ling Shengli (68)

[ Abstract] Wedge strategy has been used for ages, but the study on it with a theoreti-
cal and strategic perspective is still inadequate. Wedge strategy is defined as both an
art and a science that aims at the realization of alliances’, state actors’ or sub-state
actors’ strategic objectives of deterring the formation of potential hostile alliances or dif-
ferentiating certain existing hostile alliances through a comprehensive utilization of polit-
ical, economic, and military resources and strategic means like accommodation and
confrontation. Wedge strategy is long-term, indirect, prudent about the use of force,
preventive, flexible, etc.. Wedge strategy mainiy appeared as an “anti-alliance strate-
gy”, and it functions mainly through influencing the alliance relations, especially its
core mechanism of alliance interest, which needs to consider the strategic environment,
strategic goals, and alliance relations. The combination of counterfactual reasoning and
process tracking is the most appropriate method to test the effect of a wedge strategy.
The four aims of wedge strategy are realignment, dealignment, prealignment and dis-
alignment. The case study in this paper is based on prealignment, in order to examine
the effect of the wedge strategy. As we look at the future, as long as the power strug-
gle in international relations remains, wedge strategy is unlikely to disappear. The re-
search and application of wedge strategy should thus turn to areas like competitions for
international influence, regional leadership and regional integration.

[Key Words] wedge strategy, balance of power, prealignment, strategic process, in-
ternational security
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