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The US Strategic Interest in Iraq: Gains or Losses?

MA Xiaolin

Abstract Since 2003, the US government has paid a heavy price for the launch of Iraq War and the
maintenance of Post-war Iraq order. Meanwhile, it has gained a lot. Due to the lack of legitimacy in
fighting the war, the US government was frustrated and lost the moral high ground, but it also has
achieved its strategic goal, and even got “extra bonus”. Generally speaking, the US has both gains and
losses in Iraq in the past seven and a half years, but the former exceeds the latter. It is, without
precedence, playing a predominant role in the Middle East. To be aware of this point is of great
significance to analyze the ever-changing Middle East situation since the Iraq War and predict its trend
of evolvement in the future.
Key Words  Iraq War; US Middle East Policy; Gulf Security; Strategic Interest; Obama Administration
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