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The International Power Basis and Iraq War

ZHAO Jixian

Abstract This article explores the basis of international power in different periods and its shift. The
author argues that behind the pursuit of international power among different countries lies the contest of
international power basis, which shifts as time changes. As an important variable in international politics,
the international power basis reflects the differences in international power among international entities.
The international community has witnessed several different types of international power basis since
Westphalia. Before the Second World War, it was the armament level of conventional weaponry. The
Cold War set the nuclear weaponry as the basis. After the Cold War, different countries competed around
the Gross National Power. The Iraq War brought about the ability of national independent action as the
international power basis.

Key Words International Power; Paradigm; Iraq War; Middle East Security; Gulf Studies
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