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On Rationalism Salafiyyah of Jamal al-Din al-Afghani
CAI Weiliang

Abstract Jamal al-Din al-Afghani has a distinguished position in the history of modern Islamic thought,
and he advocated to return to “the Holy Quran” and combat the theory of “door of al-Ijtihad closed”. This
reflects his rationalistic religion. Afghani strived to appeal to build the “Islamic Union” in order to strengthen
the body of Islamic nation and fight against the invasion of Western colonialism. He was later described as the
first warrior against Western colonial invasion in the Islamic world. Both his rationalism Salafiyyah thinking
and his active claim for political improvement have profound impact on the Islamic world.
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