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Shi‘ite Collective Identity and the Construction
of the Nation-State of Lebanon

WU Bingbing

Abstract  From the mid 1800s, modern Lebanon began to emerge as a state. Lebanon as “the eternal
homeland” had been accepted by the Maronites, the Sunnis and the Druze as a general principle and the
foundation of nation-state construction. The Shi‘ite sectarian identity based on the leading role of the
traditional feudal zu ‘ama was challenged by Arab nationalism in the mid 1900s, and was replaced by a
new sectarian identity, based on the Shi‘ite political organizations and sectarian militias. This new
Lebanese Shi‘ite collective identity is featured by a pro-Iranian and pro-Syrian position, and has become
a big challenge to the nation-state construction of Lebanon.
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