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A Study of Libya’s Nuclear Policy: History and Reality
YUE Hanjing

Abstract  Seemingly supporting the international nuclear non-proliferation regime, Libya, as early as
1969, shortly after Qadhafi got on power, began to carry out its clandestine nuclear weapons program
which was intended to strengthen the regime’s security and went through for more than 30 years until
2003 when Libya declared its renunciation of it. As there existed deep contradiction between Libya and
Western countries like America, increasingly severe economic sanctions had been inflicted on Libya
since the late 1980s. As the sanctions greatly restricted Libya’s economic and social development and
obviously lowered the people’s life standard, they placed a premium on people’s anti-government
emotion and provided a favorable opportunity for political oppositions. Against this background, Libya
decided to take practical steps to improve relations with Western countries and develop its economy.
This is the fundamental reason for Libya’s renunciation of nuclear weapons. The Iraqi War strengthened
Qadhafi’s cognition of the menace to his regime and became the direct reason for his renunciation.
Though having renounced nuclear weapons, Libya is possibly to set its foot on the road of nuclear
weapons activities again in the future, with changes in international and regional situation.

Key Words  Libya; Nuclear Policy; Middle East Security; Renunciation of Nuclear Weapons
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