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Islamic Pilgrimage and Its Impact on the International
Relations

NIU Song

(Ph.D, associate professor, Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International Studies
University; Postdoctoral fellow, School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan

University)

Abstract  Islamic pilgrimage is not only the world’s largest transnational religious
movement, but also the sole one in the world explicitly listed as religious pillar in its
basic religious texts. Viewing the pilgrimage with Islamic continued global
expansion of faith territory from the perspective of international relations is of great
benefit to a better understanding of Islam and its participation in the international
relations. The total institution of Islamic pilgrimage is composed of basic institution
and different countries’ management institutions. The two holy cities are the
cornerstones in Saudi Arabia’s construction of Islamic international system.
Pilgrimage also has impacts on many specific areas of international relations. In the
long run, realizing the interaction of pilgrimage and international relations is very
important for China’s national security.
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