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Abstracts

03 Rethinking on the Relationship Between Islam and the West from Mediaeval to
Modern Times

Abstract The relationship between Islam and the West in the mediaeval times is a
complicated process accompanied by conflict and cooperation. The relationship between
the two sides has not only a long conflict with religious color but also left many
beautiful stories of harmonious coexistence among different religions which however
has been covered by conflict narrative. In modern times rejection and escaping
secularism and Westernization Islamic modernism and nationalism constitute the four
forms of Islam”’ s response to the West. In this process Islam’s response to the West
was not simply to contain resist or exclude. Firstly the complex relationship between
Middle Eastern nationalism and Islam is an important factor that affects the existence of
various forms of relations between Islamic countries in the Middle East and the West.
Secondly Islamic political thoughts and their social forces have complex and diverse
responses to the West rather than simply anti-Western. Finally this paper draws two
conclusions: First the narrative theme of the relationship between Islam and the West
needs to be rewritten urgently needing to get rid of the one-sided narrative of
highlighting conflict and looking down upon cooperation at present. Second the
conflicts in the history of the relationship between Islam and the West exist objectively
which is neither a religious conflict nor a conflict of civilizations.
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Intercourse
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28 Overall Integration: On China-Saudi Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

Abstract Saudi Arabia is rich in oil and gas resources with capital and location
advantages; while China is rich in human resources with technical and market
advantages. In the 30 years since the establishment of diplomatic relations between the
two they have transcended ideological differences and have gone through three stages of
energy partners strategic friendly partners and comprehensive strategic partners
forming an integrated and interdependent cooperative relationship. China’ s “Belt and
Road” initiative is in line with Saudi “Vision 2030 ”. Cooperation between the two
countries is affected by the Fourth Industrial Revolution the Middle Eastern geopolitical
rivalry and complementarity of China’ s and Saudi developmental strategies. Such
partnership is characterized by topdevel design mechanism docking multi-dimensional
cooperation and global outreach. In prospect the development of China-Saudi relations
needs to address the greater triangle of “China-US-Saudi Arabia” and the lesser triangle
of “China-dran-Saudi Arabia” coordinating the old platform and the new mechanism to
strengthen the exchange of governance experience between China and Saudi Arabia. The
comprehensive cooperation between China and Saudi Arabia has promoted the
interconnection of East Asia and West Asia and it has helped major Asian countries to
explore a modernization path that suits their respective national conditions thereby
enhancing the awareness of the Asian community.
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