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On the Different Effects of Regional Power’s Proxy Strategy

— Taking Examples for Sponsor-proxy relations

between Iran and Shiite Organizations in the Middle East
Liu Zhongmin

Abstract: Iran has established cooperation in different degree with Shiite political
organizations in the Middle East, and is called the “Shia crescent ” by the West and
some Middle Eastern countries. For this phenomenon, the academic explanation
mainly includes “exporting revolution” theory, sectarianism theory and proxy
theory, but there are all problems of oversimplification. Only by comparing the
environmental conditions, cooperation level and achievement effectiveness of the
relations between Iran and Shiite political organizations in the Middle East can
its commonalities and differences be relatively accurately understood. Therefore,
this paper conducts comparative studies on the relations between Iran and Shiite
political organizations in the Middle East countries such as Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen
and Gulf Arab states. It is found that the relations between Iran and Hezbollah
in Lebanon is a strategic partnership of the sponsor-proxy relations, the relations
between Iran and Iraq’s Shiite political organization is a loose sponsor-proxy
relations, the relations between Iran the Houthis in Yemen is in the process of
sponsor-proxy relations construction, and the relations between Iran and the Gulf
Arab Shiite political organization is a failed sponsor-proxy relations. Through
comparative studies, the paper draws three conclusions: First, the conditions for
Iran to establish sponsor-proxy relations with agents. The marginalized Shia and
anti-government Shiite political organizations, political turmoil and strong external
pressure are sufficient conditions for the successful sponsor-proxy relations, and the
fragility of the state is a necessary condition for the successful establishment of the
sponsor-proxy relations. Second, the process and type of sponsor-proxy relations.

The establishment of a sponsor-proxy relations between Iran and Shiite political
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organizations in the Middle East is a complex process, which can be divided
into closer relations and more loose relations. Third, about the relations between
ideology and national interests. Iran's sponsor-proxy relations with Shiite political
organizations in the Middle East is deeply influenced by its revolutionary Islamism
ideology, as well as by its national interests, the importance of which goes far above

the ideology.

Key Words: Iran; Shiite Political Organization; Sponsor-proxy Relations; Ideology;

National Interest
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