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An Analysis of US - Israel Relations

in Security Cooperation

Sun Degang

Abstract; Throughout almost seven decades since the establishment of the
Israel state in 1948, the US and Israel have been keeping a special relationship due
to their bilateral security cooperation, including the former’s open usage of the
latter” s military facilities, the semi — open Israeli military bases that were built by
the US and could be jointly used, and the covert military bases. The US military
presence in Israel is a crucial arena for the US to control the strategic route from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea. The Washington — Tel Aviv security cooperation
has been increasingly institutionalized through a long — term strategic coordination,
military diplomacy, and US aid to Israel. The hard bases for the bilateral security
cooperation are their common geopolitical and geo — economic pursuits; the soft
bases are their common Western values of liberty and democracy, as well as the
American Jewish lobbies. However, the US and Israel differ on their respective
strategic priorities, as revealed in three groups of contradictions: global vs. local
interests, aggressive  vs. conservative  policy orientations, and entrapment
vs. abandonment concerns. After Donald Trump took presidency in January 2017,
the US — Israel security relations are at a crucial crossroad of re — balancing, and
Washington and Tel Aviv may usher their security cooperation into a new height after
ups and downs during the Obama administration.

Key Words: US - Israel Relations; Security Cooperation; Military Bases;
The Middle East Security; Military Diplomacy
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