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concentrate on the pressure of system while at the national level it focuses on their
strategic preferences and common interests. The present study finds that in order to
relieve the double dilemmas American allies have applied the “dynamic balance”
strategy between China and the United States according to the intensity of the dilem—
ma the strategic preference as well as their common interests. Furthermore their stra—
tegic choices have reflected the unidirectional balance which temporarily prioritize one
side or the bidirectional dynamic balance with both sides. To better understand the
dynamic balance strategy the study has analyzed the cases of “the Turn of South Ko-
rea” triggered by the 2016 THAAD issue and “the Turn of the Philippines” appeared
after Duterte came to power. As for implications for China’s policy it reminds us that
America’ s Asia-Pacific allies instead of blindly following the United States hope to
seek a dynamic balance between China and the United States and take into account
as much as possible their economic and security benefits. China should try to accom-—
modate their strategic preferences or interests to have leverage on their dynamic bal-
ance strategy.

[Key Words] Asia-Pacific leadership dynamic balance strategy the taking-side dilem—
ma double dilemmas strategic preference

[Author] Ling Shengli Associate Professor at the Institute of International Relations of
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On the Islamic Caliphate System: From Traditional Ideal Prototype to Contem-—
porary Historical Reversal
Liu Zhongmin Guo Qiang(92)

[Abstract] In the historical revolution of Islam the Caliphate System has experienced
from early political practice and its idealization to abnormal change in medieval times

and then to the appeal and practice of reestablishing Caliphate state in modern times

and at last to the historical reversal of Islamic State (IS) to rebuild so-called “Caliph—
ate State” so it is urgent to research and clarify the complicated historical revolution
of the Caliphate system and its impact. The interpretation of Caliphate system by medi-
eval religious scholars is based on the early political practice of the Four Great Caliph—
ates. They achieved some consensus on the Caliphate’s ideal personalities producing
way source of power and decision-making pattern and so on while there were many
severe divergences on these issues. In medieval times the Caliphate System had expe-
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rienced severe contortion and abnormal changes which embodied in the Caliphate’s he—
reditary succession severe degeneration in personalities weakness of religious authori—
ty despotism and dictatorship and the division of the Caliphate state and other prob-—
lems. Since modern times whether Islamic reformism or Islamism they all regarded
reestablishing the Caliphate State as their goal in different degrees although they all
failed in the end. In 2014 the extremist organization IS declared to have reestablished
the so-called “Caliphate State” and this kind of radical practice is terrorism and ex—
tremism in name of religion. In general the history and reality have proved that the
Caliphate have lost its adaptability and legitimacy. All kind of practices of reestablis—
hing the Caliphate system are away from social reality and the current trend and thus
cannot succeed. Hence how to resolve the contradictions and problems between rigidi—
ty and reason division and union and religion and nation-state is an important issue
in reestablishing and reviving Islamic civilization.

[Key Words] the caliphate system religious scholars ideal prototype abnormal
change  “Islamic State” historical reversal

[Authors] Liu Zhongmin Ph.D. Professor and director of the Middle East Studies
Institute  Shanghai International Studies University; Guo Qiang Ph.D. Candidate of

the Middle East Studies Institute Shanghai International Studies University.

Policy Coordination of Small Power Coalitions
Huang Yuxing(115)

[Abstract] Existing IR theories explain different types of small power coalitions but
do not sufficiently explain the outcomes of policy coordination of small power coalitions.
Based upon these theories 1 argue that the target of policy coordination is a key fac—
tor to explain success or failure of policy coordination of small power coalitions. A
small power coalition makes a common foreign policy if members seek to coordinate
policy toward a small power or a great power. Nevertheless a small power coalition
fails to produce a common foreign policy if members seek to coordinate policy toward
a small power and a great power simultaneously. Based upon American British Ger-
man [talian Soviet Polish and Romanian archival sources the paper applies the
“policy target theory” to explain the outcomes of policy coordination of the Little En—
tente (1922-1938) and the Polish-Romanian alliances (1921-1939). According to
this study the ASEAN will be more likely to make a common policy toward China.
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