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China’ s Consular Protection in the Middle East:

Ideation, Practice and Mechanisms

Zhang Dandan & Sun Degang

Abstract: Since the founding of the people’ s Republic of China, personnel
exchanges between China and Middle East countries have become more and more
frequent. Consular protection has demonstrated the importance of strategic interaction
between China and the target countries, the coordination between the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and other ministries, between the government and enterprises, as
well as the integration of ad hoc and long — term mechanisms. China’s diplomatic
ideations in the Middle East have evolvedwith new features of protecting practical
interests, China strives to build multiple mechanisms in its consular protection in the
Middle East. China’s practice of consular protection in the Middle East has
illuminated the inter — governmental coordination, the sound consular protection
system, the capacity to evacuate overseas Chinese and the more diverse
approaches. Chinese governmental agencies and state — owned enterprises have
institutionalized their means forconsular protection in the Middle East; the “grand
consul 7 mechanism underscores its growing attention to the overseas crisis
management and provides the institutional guarantee for its consular protection in the
Middle East. Simultaneously, the vicissitude of political environment and the
diversification of security risks in the Middle East will enhance China’s consular
protection mechanisms.

Key Words: China’ s Diplomacy; Consular Protection; *“Diplomacy for the

People” ; Evacuation Missions; Middle East Security; Crisis Management
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