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03 The Evolution of Official Discourses on “Kurdish Issue” in the Late Ottoman
Empire and Modern Turkey

Abstract The cognition of the so called “Kurdish Issue” in the Ottoman Empire and
Turkish Republic has undergone some changes since late 19" century. In the late Ottoman
Empire Kurds were mainly perceived under the framework of Ottomanism and Islamism and
the ethnic identity of Kurdish people was not highlighted. During the Kemalist era the
Turkish state officially adopted an assimilation policy towards the Kurds whose ethnic
identity was elaborately denied and obliterated. Kurdish issue in the 20" century was mainly
regarded as a problem of national security and economic development by the state. In the 21
century under the leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdogan AKP government proposed a new
policy towards Kurds which acknowledged the existence of Kurdish identity and Kurdish issue
by differentiating the national identity and ethnic sub-identity. AKP government tried to solve
the Kurdish issue PKK in particular through a “peace process”. Unfortunately the “peace
process” failed due to internal and external factors. Currently the official policy and
discourse of Turkish state towards “Kurdish Issue” has shifted back to the concerns over the
priority of national security.
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25 Turkey’s Safe Zone Policy in Northern Syria: Causes and Trends

Abstract In March 2020 new conflicts broke out between the Turkish army and the
Syrian and Russian armed forces in Syria’s Idlib province and other places. The security
situation in Syria deteriorated again. The U. S. Department of Defense announced in
September that it would increase its troops in northern Syria while Russia has repeatedly
launched air strikes against Syrian rebels in that area and the game between parties inside and
outside the region has further escalated. In Turkey ‘s Middle East strategy the northern part
of Syria has always been a strategic place for Turkey to advance geopolitical interests and the
main support for its goals of expanding its territory containing Arab nationalist forces
uniting the U.S. against the Soviet Union combating Kurdish separatist forces and building
regional hegemony. After the outbreak of the Syrian crisis Turkey’s northern Syria strategy
has further deepened and promoted the establishment of a security zone in northern Syria
making it a basis for Turkey to contain Kurdish forces maintain its own security and
compete for interests and power with parties inside and outside the region. However the lack
of a long—term security mechanism the inability to effectively solve the refugee problem the
ambiguous positioning and its core purpose of serving Turkey °s regional hegemony have
added uncertainty to the peaceful resolution of the Syrian crisis.
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Abstract Due to the complicated geopolitical pattern and internal political situation
two types of economic philosophies “Statism” and “Liberalism ” have constituted the path of
Turkey’s national economic development since its establishment. In order to achieve the
ultimate goal of economic independence the two kinds of economic philosophies oppose each
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