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the historical experience of nation-state development in Europe, the
historical and political contexts of Southeast Asia imply different
approaches to state-building in developing countries. We make a
systematical review on four important factors that have influenced the
state-building process in Southeast Asia: war, colonial legacy,
ethnicity, and elite interaction. First, war is an important mechanism
that influences state-building in Southeast Asia, but whether war is
positive or negative for state-building is constrained by specific
temporal and spatial contexts. The effects of international and
domestic wars on state-building are not the same. Second, the colonial
legacy inevitably influences the path dependence and direction choice of
state building in Southeast Asia, and the differences in the forms of
rule developed during the colonial era exert long-lasting political
influence. Third, the tension between nations and ethnic minorities
influences the process of state-building, and different ethnic groups in
Southeast Asia do not share the same ethnic problems and have
different types of strategies for solving them. Fourth, at the critical
juncture of state-building, the strategic choices of elites have a direct
impact on the state-building process, and elites” strategic choices have
to take into account other political and social forces as well.

Key words : state-building; war; colonial legacies; ethnicity; elite

interactions

A Nation-Building Analysis of Jordan’s Response to

COVID - 19 with the Aim of Political Integration
Zhang Yuan

Abstract ; To explain the logic of political integration behind the
development of the decision-making choices made by developing
countries in response to the threat of the COVID - 19 pandemic, this
paper selects Jordan, a typical developing country in MENA that has

effectively controlled the spread of the epidemic, as a case. From the
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perspective of political development, in retrospect, the policy
decisions made by Jordan government over the past four months to
fight COVID - 19, this article argues that those specific decisions are
not only for “knee-hopping” to respond to short-term suppression of
public health security threats, but a comprehensive reflection of the
functions that maintaining the existing political system, conveying
national political culture, responding to external expectations, and
taking into account power and right relations between domestic ethnic
groups, so as to achieve political integration required by solid nation-
building.

Key words : political integration; COVID - 19; nation-building;

developing country; Jordan

An Empirical Study on Democratization and Political Trust

Cheng Tongshun, Xiao Weilin

Abstract ; Descriptive statistics and multiple regression analysis of
political trust in 30 authoritarian regimes, the third-wave democratized
countries, and mature democracies have been conducted using “Polity
V7, “Freedom House”, and the World Value Survey. The results
show that: the relationship between democratization and political trust
presents a “V”-shaped structure of “high ends (high political trust in
authoritarian regimes and mature democracies ) and low middle (low
political trust in the third wave of democratized countries)”. Political
culture, political performance and legitimacy are three possible
explanatory dimensions, and an interpretation framework is
constructed accordingly.

Key words : democratization ; political trust; political culture ;

political performance ; political legitimacy



