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The Middle East Studies Institute (MESI) is a prestigious unit and independent
research institution of Shanghai International Studies University (SISU). In December
2000, the MESI was designated as one of the Key Research Institutes of Humanities
and Social Sciences in Universities by Chinese Ministry of Education. The MESI now
boasts four research centers related to the Middle East area and country studies.
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Middie East Studies Insmute of
Shanghai International Studies University
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Center for Middle East Area Studies Center for Middle East Society
and Culture Studies
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Center for Middle East Politics Center for Middle East Military
and Economy Studies and Security Studies
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At present, there are 15 full-time researchers and one administrative staff in the

MESI. The Academic Committee consists of 13 experts.

PABK 51 Team Members
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3. T/ &% OVERVIEW
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The MESI has been actively promoting the construction of a “double first-class”
university, through strengthening and refining the methods and ways to complete
relevant tasks and indicators. The MESI has also pragmatically improved tasks
including sorting and summarizing the materials required for the first-level subject

evaluation and assessment of the subject political science by the Ministry of
Education.
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The MESI leadership team won “excellent” grade at the end of the year for the
third consecutive year. The MESI has added one more Ph.D. supervisor, one person
of MESI was approved by Shanghai Pujiang Talent Project, young teachers’ scientific
research innovation team was awarded as the school-level excellent team and one
person was awarded excellent staff of school on Party affairs. Three persons went to
study abroad and carried out field survey, six people participated in the school cadre
training and graduated successfully, and one domestic visiting scholar was receipted
by the MESI.
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In 2019, a total of nine research projects were newly established, one of which is
the key project of National Social Science Fund. Eight projects have completed,
including five projects of National Social Science Fund. Eight books were published,
including two research books and one Reports on Middle East Development. As many
as 51 academic papers were published on Chinese leading journals and foreign journals,

including one paper published on SSCI journal and two papers on the top journals of
China. There were three papers that were reprinted by International politics, Chinese
Social Science Digest and Social Sciences Digest.

Reports on Middle East Development

(2018-2019)
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Accomplish managements of projects including National Social Science Fund
Projects have progressed smoothly.
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3.4 FFE5 9% Teaching and Talents
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The MESI has set up totally 17 courses for undergraduates, postgraduates and Ph.D.
candidates, and general elective courses for undergraduate students were recommended by
the Office of Academic Affairs, SISU. In 2019, four Ph.D. candidates and six postgraduate
students have successfully graduated from the MESI, three of them have been awarded
as Shanghai outstanding graduates. Two Ph.D. candidates received national scholarships,
seven were sent to study abroad by the China Scholarship Council, and five went to
academic conferences in foreign countries. Four academic workshops for Ph.D.
candidates were held in the year.
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ARSI Academic Exchanges
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In 2019, the MESI held nine academic conferences and three international academic
workshops, and the number of fellows of MESI that have participated in academic
exchanges has amounted to 220 person times. Among them, 12 domestic and foreign
group-visits were received, and the MESI participated in three international conferences
and six domestic conferences by groups. As many as 11 “Lectures on Think Tank
Construction” were hosted. Also, the MESI has been enrolled as a member of China
Arab Friendship Association.
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As to policy papers, 24 Middle East Studies Special and 13 Middle East Studies
Bulletin were compiled. The MESI has accepted research commission and manuscript
inviting, and participated in internal discussions on the Middle East situation. A
number of research reports and policy recommendations have been approved by higher
authorities which received positive feedbacks from policy-makers.
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The MESI fellows have published 76 signed op-ed articles on Guangming Daily,
Global Times, China Social Science Today and other mainstream newspapers, and 37
original articles on mainstream websites. MESI fellows have also received interviews
from the media for nearly 150 times, and given 12 academic lectures on and off campus.
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3.8 FHRW Awards and Prizes
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One person of the MESI was awarded the State Council Special Government
Allowance Certificate. MESI staff have also won a first prize and a third prize of thesis
category, and a second prize of publications category of SISU academic award for
outstanding scientific research. The institute has also won the second prize of teaching
and research award of SISU Education Award Fund.
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The Chinese bimonthly journal Arab World Studies was once again listed in
the extended version of the CSSCI journal. The international influences of English
blind-reviewed quarterly journal Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic
Studies (AJMEIS) has greatly improved. Both of the journals held editorial board
meetings in previous year. The MESI has filled in and updated nearly 3000 data
for the Ministry of Education and the database of CTTI. It has also donated books
to the Harvard Yenching Library and received the acknowledgment letter.
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Influence of Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies has greatly risen

Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, an English quarterly
journal of the MESI, has been published by the Routledge of Taylor & Francis
since the first issue of 2018. Since then, submissions, quality, subscriptions and
online readings of the journal have all improved significantly. For instance, the
nationalities distribution of first authors and corresponding authors of the papers
from January 2018 to June 2019 have shown a feature of flattening. As many as
52 academic papers were written by authors from 18 countries, including 13 Asian
countries, reflecting a clear global perspective of the journal with Asian characteristics.

It is highly consistent with the journal’s positioning of “promoting the latest research
achievements in Asian Middle Eastern and Islamic studies”.
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3.10 #223%M Social Influence
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In 2019, the MESI was listed in 20 featured think tank cases by Global Think
Tank Evaluation Research Report (2019). 1t has received the nameplate of “CTTI
Source Think Tank (2019-2022)” and was ranked in the top 15 of Think Tank
Report of the CTTI (2019) in national area studies and international relations. It
has also successfully passed the evaluation of the construction of think tanks in
Shanghai universities from 2014 to 2018, and has been selected into the list of 30
first-class think tanks in Shanghai universities.
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EFHE 4 IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES

4.1 %#IpZ i Conferences held by the MESI
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On April 16, the MESI, together with the Middle East Studies Center of Harvard
University, co-organized the “China-Middle East Relations in the 21st Century”
Academic Symposium at Harvard University, with about 60 participants. The four
keynote speakers at the symposium were Professor Ezra F. Vogel of Harvard
University, Professor Robert S. Ross of Boston College, Associate Professor Bruce
Rutherford of Corgate University and Researcher Sun Degang of the MESI. Four

commentators were from Tufts University, Harvard University, and the US Naval
War College, etc.

Center for Middle Eastern Studies
presents

_(: h I na a n d _th e Seminar on “China and the Middle East in the 21* Century”
M | d d le E a St 1a] t h e Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai Intemational Studies University, China
Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University, the US
21st Century
Date: Tuesday, April 16,2019

Ezra F. Vogel, Harvard University Venue: Room 102, Center for Middle Bastern Studies, 38 Kirkland, Harvard
Robert S. Ross, Boston College - 0138

Bruce Rutherford, Colgate University riversity,

Degang Sun, Shanghai Int'l Studies University Coordinator: Professor Degang Sun; sdgsd om; harvard.edu.

Chair: Professor, Department of Political Science and Intemational Studies,
Chair: Lenore S. Martin, Emmanuel College and

Harvard University

APRIL 16, 2019 || 2:30-4:30pm
CMES, Rm 102, 38 Kirkland St

For more information visit cres fas harvard.edu ‘William Granara, Director of Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University,

Emmanuel College; Associate, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University,
US. lgmartin@fas harvard edu.

Opening remarks

Professor of the Practice of Arabic on the Gordon Gray Endowment; Director of
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On April 18, the “17th International Conference on Central and Southwest Asian
Studies” co-organized by the MESI and the Central and Southwest Asian Studies
Center of the University of Montana, US and the World Affairs Committee of

Montana was held. The MESI has dispatched a delegation for the conference in eight
consecutive years.
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On April 19, the 3rd Shanghai Forum on Middle East Studies titled “Middle East
in Transition and New Era of China’s Middle East Diplomacy”, co-organized by the
Institute of International Studies of Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, the Chinese
Middle East Society, the West Asia and Africa Research Center of Shanghai Institutes
for International Studies, and the Turkish Research Center of Shanghai University was
held at Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences. More than 60 experts and scholars
participated in the forum and joined the discussion.
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On April 20, the 2019 working meeting and the conferece on “present Middle
East situation and China’s Middle East policy” was held in SISU by the Academic
Committee of MESI.
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On September 19, the promotion meeting of the project on “Theory and Case
Study of China’s Participation in Security Affairs in the Middle East” (16JJDGJWO011),
a major project of the Ministry of Education’s Humanities and Social Sciences Key
Research Base, was held. Participants provided suggestions on the research progress,
deficiencies and future research directions of the project.
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On September 24, kicking off meeting of the 2019 National Social Science
Fund key project “China’s diplomacy toward the Arab region under the framework
of China-Arab Cooperation Forum” (19AGJ010) was held. The participating
experts discussed the core concepts, research objectives, research content, research
methods, research teams, relationships among sub-projects of the key projects,
and the methods to conduct research in the future, etc., during the discussion.
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On November 23, the Seminar on “Arab World Studies journal’s periodical
construction and Middle East situation” was held at the SISU. More than 30
experts, scholars and media persons from more than 10 institutions across the
country attended the meeting. Many postgraduates participated in the discussion.
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On November 29, academic seminar on “Politics and Culture in the Middle
East in a Changing and Transitional Period”, co-organized with School of Foreign
Studies of Peking University and the Middle East Studies Center of Peking
University, was held in Peking University. More than 40 young scholars and
postgraduate students from Peking University, Renmin University of China and
the SISU attended the seminar. This seminar is one of the contents of academic
exchanges and cooperation between Peking University and SISU, aiming to
promote the construction of a Middle East research academic community and
the training of new academics on both sides. According to relevant agreement,
seminars will be organized by the MESI in Shanghai in 2020.
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International Dialogue on Area Studies
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On December 7, as part of the 70th SISU anniversary celebration series, the
“International Dialogue on Area Studies” was held at the SISU. Famous scholars
and diplomats from China, the US, UK, Poland, Japan, Turkey, Egypt and other
countries participated in the discussion. The dialogue was divided into three thematic
units. The first unit was held by the MESI, with the theme of “Transformation in
the Middle East and Middle East Diplomacy of Big Powers”.
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4.2 22 JpJFMETP JE Lectures and Workshops held by the MESI
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Current Trends in Syria and
Regional and International
Players’ Policies towards Syria
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The Current Situation in Iran and
Iran’s Foreign Policy

Trump Administration’s Iran
Policy

Turkey and the US: A Tumultuous
Relationship
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422 BFRFE RV R Workshops on Middle East and Islamic Studies
ASA208, H4F P LR EAMAL R FRDA.

On May 20, the academic workshop of “Forefront Issues and Methods of
Islamic Studies” was held.

AT0ORAI8E, B47 “ZH P T REEFXR” ¥R L.

On October 18, the academic workshop of “US-Iran Relations in a Changing
Middle East” was held.

A12A78, 247 “PARIR:. B, ZEEFZ & B4,

D o

On December 7, roundtable discussion on “Middle East Studies: Theories,
Policies, and Methods” was held.
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4.3 W ViHEfF Visits and Receptions

4.3.1 &% 447 Important Visits
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During his visit to the US, MESI Researcher Sun Degang actively participated
in various high-level academic exchanges. He has made several academic reports
or participated in seminars at Harvard University (January 31), Princeton University
(April 18), Library of Congress (June 5), Atlantic Commission (June 6), Emory
College (September 12), etc.

C3A18H, #HAbal ML TEXEFA
SRR THIFAER R oA BEEHK
WA R4S A B — iy E ), Bk
RS AN & ey
FRe. SR F S
39 F R E .

On March 18, Associate
Professor Han Jianwei was
funded by the Young Scholars
Training Program of the China Scholarship Council to

start a one-year study visit to the School of Asian and
African Studies at the University of London, UK. During
her visit, she has attended many academic activities at the School of Asian and
African Studies at the University of London, London School of Economics and
Political Science, Cambridge University and other institutions.
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RN

From July to October, with the support of the “2019 Regional Country
Research Support Program” of SISU, Zou Zhiqiang, an associate researcher of
the MESI, went to Marmara University in Turkey to carry out studies on business
environment and China’s investment in Turkey.

O 7RA158 2188, Th##%., 2tk
B HERERAEZBSHRRXFRTHEI0/EE
FOBMRERES, ARAME A AR
o AR EIE, IMERIFFR R A e &) 5
| RS AARBREARTT EREL,

From July 15 to 18, Professor Ding Jun and
| Associate Professor Han Jianwei attended the 10th
Gulf Research Academic Conference held at the
University of Cambridge, UK, and participated in
and provided comments in the first group discussion.
MESI Researcher Sun Degang and Associate Researcher Qian Xuming also
submitted academic papers to the annual conference.

O 7A228 28A9RH, AT R
S ImE BB KT R KL EEH
RPSCAERBFERFZEIN “FHS
EEMRESFH IS

From July 22 to August 9, MESI Researcher Zhang Yuan was invited to
participate in the “Young Scholars’ Workshop on Religion and Law Studies”
held by Brigham Young University’s Center for Religion and Law Studies at
Oxford University, UK.
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O 9A28,  “mMREh ALk
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BREHEHAEFNERELT,

On September 2, “Achievements,
Opportunities and Prospects - Seminar
to Celebrate the 70th Anniversary of
the Founding of the People’s Republic of China” was held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
Professor Ding Jun was invited to attend the conference and delivered a speech.

C10A168 2178, “P R XA E" BFRF RATL4E
M da4n B A KB B AR F A LA
T, TRHEFZREHELAS, EFXEA
THEFEAVNE WY E AT,

From October 16 to 17, the “China-Arab
Dialogue of Civilizations” International
Symposium was held in Abu Dhabi, the capital

of the UAE. Professor Ding Jun was invited
to attend the conference, delivered a speech and chaired the fourth special seminar.

O 10A228 2268, ¥ BRI REEEF, 2 PRATK
FERAAFFAEELE S M “FRAERORFREEDN” £ #T
F, REH KRR O1ERE 8 HIL A
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From October 22 to 26, at the invitation

. . B’ R
of the Chinese Embassy in Sudan, MESI
Director Liu Zhongmin led a delegation to ERAEEAT )
o . . B RAEW, SR PR RITH R P R Bk BEE
Khartoum, Sudan to participate in a series of FRRPHSMLREA Sl “FERROF R A%
. « . K ——RAFHAR 60 AEEGRF LR FERSH
seminars on the “60th Anniversary of the . A, SRS, FATHRAIL, ¥
. . . . BEFH A EEAERRETRE, GHELETHET
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between b R A R B AT R

China and Sudan”. The delegation members EHRAREAT AN RRAN KBTI,

included Associate Professor Zhao Jun and

*ﬁAK%ﬁ!E%##%EK&@

Assistant Researcher Shu Meng. £

N’
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4.3.2 B N AHF Domestic Academic Visits

6A208 2288, FrK| ¥ RF—ATHAMB T A fo T E % 8 %
X 115 A2 AR

From June 20 to 28, Director Liu Zhongmin and a group of nine MESI staff

members went to 11 institutions in Gansu Province and Ningxia Hui Autonomous
Region for academic visits.

# 6A218 EF, w2 KFHILVEREAETR PO IFEE,

Research Center of Lanzhou University and had discussion with researchers.

#O6A218 T, AARILRARFD L IAFR, B ELFR

1z} ]‘;] 2R o

On the afternoon of June 21, the delegation visited the School of History
and Culture and the School of Marxism at Northwest University for Nationalities
for academic exchanges.
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On the morning of June 22, the delegation went to Gansu Amin Biological
Company to carry out research and survey on role of ethnic enterprises in
northwest China in the “Belt and Road” construction.

% 6228 T4, 5H 3 Bk AU 3240 F B 48 £ R AR A
AT SR

On the afternoon of June 22, the delegation had discussions with officials
and experts of Gansu Culture Promotion Association of Minority Ethnics.

#6A23H, AHMAEAILLEAE LA, THHILLRKES
,‘H’.}K—Lﬁ “—‘%"Egn %ii'r%%o

On June 23, the delegation
went to Gansu Hualing Dairy
Co., LTD for academic research
on the participation of private
enterprises in Northwest China in
the “Belt and Road” construction.
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On the morning of June 24, the delegation visited
the Gansu Academy
of Social Sciences and
had a discussion with
researchers including
Deputy Dean Ma Tingxu
and Director of Scientific
Research Department
Dong Jisheng.
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From June 25 to 27, the delegation went to Arab School of Ningxia University,
the Chinese Arab States Research Institute of Ningxia University, Ningxia Wisdom
Palace Cultural Industry Group, Ningxia Tongxin Arabic Language School, Foreign

Language School of Ningxia Normal University and other institutions to conduct
academic researches.
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4.3.3 T &4 4F Reception of Delegations
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S EALTFEM - A - T P AR R ORI R

On February 27, Bassam Abu Abdullah, Advisor to the Minister of Information
of Syria and Director of the Strategic Research Center of the University of Damascus,
visited and was honored as an honorary advisor of the MESI.
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On March 13, Mr. Sabri Tunc Angili, the Consul General of Turkey in Shanghai,
visited the MESI with his colleagues.
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On April 17, An Chunying, Executive Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of
West Asia and Africa, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and Zhan Shiming, deputy
director of the editorial department of the journal, visited the MESI.

OS5A108, AR XFINE B F IS KA ERAHUR e Xk k84
FBE IR A —ITARTT, FHHNTF A £ FREAIE IR,

On May 10, a Deputy of six teachers and students from the School of Foreign
Languages, Peking University, including Associate Dean Fu Zhiming and Associate
Professor Wu Bingbing, visited the MESI and the two sides reached a consensus on
academic cooperation.
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On May 16, three scholars from the School of Humanities and Social Sciences
of Hamad Bin Khalifa University of Qatar visited and had a discussion with the

MESL.
O 6RA198, L+ FEEE—F FHA AR P oK I AEHakk

m@mﬁb%ﬂAﬁMLﬁ%E%k#,ﬂ¢&%&\ﬁé?%
EIREFZITARL B,

On June 19, Dr. Hakki Uygur, Acting Director of the Turkish Iran Research
Center, a Turkish Think Tank, visited the SISU with a group of seven people. MESI
Director Liu Zhongmin, MESI researchers Bao Chengzhang and Zou Zhiqiang
participated in the reception and the academic exchange.
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On September 12, Ellie Geranmayeh, Deputy Director of the Middle East
and North Africa Program of the European Council on Foreign Relations, and a group
of four people visited and discussed with MESI staff on the topic of “China-
Europe Cooperation in a Changing Middle East: Opportunities and Challenges™.

O 12A38, AEeniE EiERMELZE . RAMEMPAKRBEF —
AT4NE 7

On December 3, a group of four people including Israeli Consul General in
Shanghai Eyal Propper and advisor of Consul General Yossi Ben-Shitrit visited the
MESI.
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War not an option for the US or Iran
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