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Saudi Arabia’ s National Transformation and Its Dilemma

Since King Salman’s Taking Office

Liu Zhongmin & Liu Xuejie

Abstract: Since King Salman ascended the throne in 2015, Saudi Arabia has
entered a period of large —scale and rapid national transformation, which is prominently
manifested as a comprehensive transformation of economic diversification, political
centralization, social secularization, and religious moderation under the framework
of Vision 2030. In this context, Saudi Arabia has also made some adjustments to its
diplomacy, such as promoting balanced diplomacy at the global level and radical
diplomacy at the regional level. On the whole, the goals and direction of the Saudi
national transformation conform to the trend of the development of the times, and
also promote the transformation of Saudi society from traditional to modern, from
backward to progressive, from single to plural, and from closed to open. However,
Saudi Arabia’s national transformation also contains huge risks, such as the institutional
inertia formed under the monarchy and the state — religion integration system, the fierce
power struggle inside the royal family, the huge tension of relationship between the
state and religion during the transition period, and the severe deterioration of the
surrounding environment caused by radical diplomacy. All these risks make the
national transformation of Saudi Arabia full of uncertainties. The root cause is the
inherent contradictions of Saudi national transformation, that is the contradiction
between ambitious goals and insufficient capacity, the mismatch and even
disconnection of political and diplomatic transformation with economic and social
transformation, especially political centralization and diplomatic radicalization,
which cannot meet the need of economic and social development, and could even
lead Saudi Arabia into internal and external difficulties.

Key Words: National Transformation; Saudi Arabia; King Salman; “Saudi

Vision 2030” ; Diplomatic Radicalization
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