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1. X T#&A1 ABOUT US
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The Middle East Studies Institute (MESI) is an academic research institution affiated
to the Shanghai International Studies University (SISU). As an independent institute, the
MESI was listed as the Key Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences at

Universities (Key Research Institute, KRI) by the Ministry of Education of PRC in 2000.
There are four centers under the MESI involving with area studies as well as field research.
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3. TAF% % OVERVIEW
3.1 “#Ftik Discipline Advancement
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The MESI adheres to the concept of collaborative innovation development and
interdisciplinary integration both at home and abroad. It successfully completed the periodic
evaluation of the KRI, and participated in the completion of the KRI communication
assessment tasks. With the active participation of the institute, the university has achieved
remarkable results in the first round of “Double First-Class” university construction. The
MESTI has also completed the submission of annual assessment materials for the first-class
think tanks in Shanghai universities.
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3.2 AAE%3¢ Teaching and Talents
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The MESI recently has 11 on-the-job doctoral supervisors, including the two newly
added this year. There are 12 Ph.D. candidates and 10 postgraduate students graduated this
year from the institute. Three of them won the award of outstanding graduates of Shanghai.
At the same time, one Ph.D. candidate won the national scholarship. The institute offered
21 courses for undergraduates, postgraduates and doctoral candidates for the university.
A national-level college student innovation and entrepreneurship training program guided
by the expert in the institute was completed.
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4> 355 4 Graduate Students
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3.3 FHF T.4E Scientific Research
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There are six research projects on various levels and types have been approved, and
13 research projects have been completed. The institute has also completed all the major
research tasks of the KRI “13th Five-Year Plan” and “12th Five-Year Plan” required. 7he
Middle East Development Report(Series 8) has been published, and six academic books
and one English symposium have been reviewed by the publishing houses. As many as
73 academic research papers have been published, and 128 papers have been read out in
academic forums at home and abroad. Among them, 27 papers were published on CSSCI
journals and overseas academic journals, and five papers have been reprinted by /Zuterna
tional Politics and other publications. The scientific research achievements have won four

awards of various types.
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> B Research Projects
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3.4 Yk 55 Consultation Service
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The institute has compiled 21 issues of research reports and 49 issues of research briefs on
the Middle East studies. Part of the research reports and policy suggestions were adopted by higher-
level departments or received positive comments from relevant top officials. Through video
conferences, on-site interpretations, internal lectures, special training, project research, interviews
and other methods, the institute has provided special services for relevant ministries, party publicity
agencies, local governments, democratic parties, people’s organizations, colleges and enterprises,
and has been well appreciated. The MESI also participated in the international think tank achievement

compilation project guided by the Shanghai Planning Office of Philosophy and Social Science, and
provided 34 articles for Dynamic and four articles for Translation Cluster that directed by the Office.
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3.5 A4 Periodical Construction
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The Chinese bimonthly journal Arab World Studies was again selected as CSSCI
source journals, listed in Overview of Chinese Core Journals and important reprint source
journals for copying newspapers and periodicals. At the same time, it was also selected
into the Chinese Humanities and Social Sciences Citation Database as an A-journal. The
journal is qualified in the 2021 Shanghai journal editing and proofreading quality inspection
(qualified and unqualified). The English quarterly journal Asian Journal of Middle Eastern
and Islamic Studies has also made great progress and has been listed in ESCI source
journals. Its download volume has increased by 24% year-on-year, and its impact factor
ranking has risen by 17 places.
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3.6 i 1E Exchange and Cooperation
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The MESI sponsored or co-hosted three national academic conferences, one
international conference and one academic seminar. It has successively hosted five
lectures on think tank construction and five Middle East studies academic salons. MESI
staff has participated in 158 international and domestic academic exchange activities
and read out 128 papers. Experts of the institute were invited to make 25 speeches this
year. The institute signed a Memorandum of Understanding (online ) with the Institute
of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter, UK. It has also received nearly
30 visits and exchanges and accepted one batch of books written by some senior ambassador.
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11 A 27-28 B, AEXAFHLE “THS5¥ A" Biritls
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7th International Forum on Asia and the Middle East

—— The Middle East and the World from Eastern and Western Perspectives

November 27-28, 2021

Partners:

Co-hosts: Center for West Asian and African Studies,
Shanghai Institutes for International Studies,
es Institute, China
onal Studies
Center for West Asian and North African
Studies & Institute of International Studies,
Chinese Association for Middle Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, China
Eastern Studie: a
Center for Turkish Studies, Shanghai
Hamad Bin Khalifa University, Qatar University, China

Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Fudan
University, China
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3.7 i %% Opinion Dissemination
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The staff of the institute has published 69 op-ed articles in the mainstream newspapers at
home and abroad such as Guangming Daily, Global Times, China Social Sciences Today and
Tehran Times, and been interviewed 235 times by the mainstream media at home and abroad

such as People s Daily, Xinhua News Agency and Al Jazeera. They also published 66 original
articles on important domestic news websites and websites in Middle East countries such as
Saudi Arabia. The Paper has set up a special column “Middle East Comments™ for the expert

in the institute. The MESI was selected as a reference case in the “Public Opinion Guidance”
category of The China Think Tank AMI Comprehensive Evaluation Research Report (2021).
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> 3R] B+ Press Review
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20 China Daily China, Iran take path to shared future

1 Tehran Times (AF3) Staggered cgoperatlon 1n a competitive environment
between major powers

22 (F 4R EE RSB RN, FRPEDILRLD

Koo 7Y Ak 2 B 3R . .
R IR 4

23 ) AT EARE R

4 Tehran Times (1787) Does the' trust' between countries have to be scarce in the
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34 Global Times Isr.ael-Palestme conflicts distract US attention from
Mid-East pullout
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36 China Daily Loss of confidence

37 China Daily US must help end Middle East conflict
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41 Global Times China cares for peace, not power vacuum in Kabul

With no historical or hegemonic burden, China has room to

42 Global Times mediate in Mid-East
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Hosting US military bases a hot potato for Afghanistan’s
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62 Tehran Times (/7 81) | Will the upcoming SCO summit bring good news to Iran?
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67 Global Times US offers condolence payments, but it owes Afghans so
much more
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