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YW 
From Fighting Against COVID-19 
Cooperation between China and Middle 
East Countries to the Construction of a 
New International Order 
ZHANG Yuan1 
 
 The COVID-19 crisis is rapidly promoting the process of 
international Institution reform and is accelerating the 
formation of a new world order. Although the global spread 
of COVID-19 has not completely stopped, the urgent desire 
to facilitate resumption of work and reopen economy is the 
same all around the world. Both China and Middle East 
countries are active participants in the fight against the 
epidemic, and they are promoters and practitioners of 

                                                           
1. This chapter has been inclusively written for the ISU Press and the author 

submitted it on August 20, 2020. Due to the significant position of the author 
and his views on Covid-19, some parts of the author‘s view might have been 
used by some other journals and websites.  
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international anti-pandemic cooperation. In order to protect 
the health of the people, improve public health security, and 
make the future a better world, the future and the new world 
order should first attach importance to and encourage all 
forms of international cooperation, taking the opportunity of 
contemporary health cooperation. Secondly, the ideal future 
world order should be multi-polar and abandon political 
stereotypes. Thirdly, it is more meaningful for the new world 
order to stabilize and rehabilitate economy and ensure 
people's livelihood than exacerbate political ideological 
disputes. Finally, it is also extremely important that the new 
world order should be dedicated to satisfying the common 
well-being of prosperity and stability, rather than competing 
for or preempting any world supremacy. 
 
Introduction 
Since informed the WHO and other countries the unknown 
Pneumonia as soon as was identified, and released the 
genome sequence of the novel coronavirus, China has 
effectively curbed the New Coronavirus Pneumonia epidemic 
through difficult, brave but confident epidemic prevention 
and control campaign. China is open, transparent and 
responsible towards releasing information and sharing 
China‘s experience in virus control and the treatment of 
infected cases for promoting international cooperation. The 
epidemic is currently entering the gratifying stage of 
epidemic prevention and control, and full-scale resumption of 
work, resumption of business activities, and resumption of 
normal daily life have orderly returned in China. 

In 2020, all countries are facing multiple pressures to curb 
turbulent epidemic pressures, gain economic recovery, ease 
financial crises, inspire people and rebuild public confidence. 
In fact, China, MENA countries, and all other countries 
around the world are constantly adjusting their epidemic 
prevention policies, economic policies, and public policies in 
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accordance with their respective national conditions and 
stages of epidemic. Although the epidemic is still in the 
process of repetition, and people are widely worried that 
there will be a second wave, but every citizen in the world is 
looking forward to defeating the epidemic as soon as 
possible, overcoming the technical difficulty of vaccines, and 
restarting a stable and developing new life. 

The COVID-19 epidemic is forcing world reforms and 
accelerating the formation of a new world order. In what 
form should the future world order benefit the people and 
benefit the governance of all countries, it is currently a major 
international political issue that people are generally 
concerned about. Between the initiative and the passive, the 
views that contributed to the new world order are constantly 
colliding, and the political efforts to build the world order are 
constantly being restructured repeatedly. 
 
New international order requires comprehensive 
international cooperation 
In order to protect the health of the people in the future, in 
order to promote public health security and reconstruct a 
better new world, the new world order should first attach 
importance to and encourage all international cooperation, 
including health cooperation. The ongoing battle against the 
COVID-19 epidemic shows a truth: the virus has no borders, 
and public health security threats that may affect people‘s 
daily lift also have no borders. Mankind is a closely 
connected community of shared future. To overcome the 
epidemic, sincere and professional international cooperation 
is necessary. 

In May, the video conference of the 73rd World Health 
Assembly emphasized that countries should strengthen the 
coordination and cooperation of the international community 
in response to the COVID-19 epidemic, and emphasized that 
preventing the further spread of the virus is inseparable from 
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the work of the World Health Organization. In June, the 
Global Vaccine Summit hosted by British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson welcomed more than 50 representatives, 
including 35 heads of state or government to discuss the goal 
of helping those poorest countries avoid fatal diseases and get 
rid of the threat of a COVID-19.  

Among the Middle Eastern countries, Saudi Arabia‘s G20 
presidency calls for further global organizing responsibilities, 
and COVID-19 increased overseas expectations. Saudi 
Arabia has hosted a series of high-level and professional 
international video conferences in response to the COVID-19 
epidemic since March. The themes of those conferences 
involve agriculture, tourism, trade and investment and many 
other fields. China‘s leaders and delegations of important 
Chinese enterprises have attended all major international 
cooperation conferences and activities mentioned above. 

During this epidemic period, China also took the initiative 
to build a platform for multilateral cooperation and 
communication. Taking June as an example, "Extraordinary 
China-Africa Summit on Solidarity Against COVID-19" and 
"High-level Video Conference on Belt and Road 
International Cooperation" are two of the most notable via 
video conferences that mainly focus on developing countries. 
In order to upholding multilateralism, President Xi pledge at 
the Extraordinary China-Africa Summit that ―once the 
development and deployment of COVID-19 vaccine is 
completed in China, African countries will be among the first 
to benefit‖1. 

On June 18, in order to globally overcome the epidemic 
and to reopen the world economy as soon as possible, China 
hosted High-level Video Conference on Belt and Road 
                                                           
1. ―Full Text: Xi Jinping‘s Speech at Extraordinary China-Africa Summit on 

Solidarity Against COVID-19,‖ CGTN, Jun 18, 2020,  
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-06-17/Full-text-Xi-s-speech-at-China-Africa-

summit-on-COVID-19-fights-Rp7hgf5tu0/index.html. 
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International Cooperation. The Foreign Ministers or 
ministerial officials of 25 countries and the Director-General 
of WHO and the Deputy Secretary-General of the United 
Nations attended the video conference. In the joint statement 
of this conference, China and the participating countries 
jointly expressed support for the multilateral trading system 
and will advance practical Belt and Road cooperation in a 
people-centered approach towards a ―Health Silk Road‖1. 

When China was hit hardest by the epidemic, Middle 
Eastern countries expressed their sympathy and assistance to 
China. When countries in the Middle East are facing the 
pressure of the epidemic, China has actively given the 
human, material, financial and technical support and 
assistance to the countries in the Middle East by virtue of 
chinese experience in fighting the epidemic. When China is 
busy fighting the epidemic situation in its own country, all 
Arab countries and regional organizations in the Arab world 
unanimously support China's fight against the epidemic. The 
member states of the Arab League donated about 10 million 
masks, nearly 3.2 million pairs of gloves, 100,000 sets of 
protective suits, and 65,000 goggles.2 By the end of June, 
China had provided about 8.4 million masks, over 1.1 million 
test kits, and nearly 300,000 protective suits to Arab 
countries. China held video conferences of health experts for 
17 Arab countries and the Arab League and GCC, dispatched 
medical expert teams to 8 Arab countries with urgent needs 
to share mature diagnosis and treatment experience and 
prevention and control solutions without reserve. China has 
also provided 1 million US dollars in annual donations to the 
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United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), provided anti-
epidemic material assistance to the medical institutions under 
the Agency, and provided help to Palestine refugees in 
Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria through the Agency.1 

China has established comprehensive strategic partnership 
with Iran. At the end of January, when the Chinese Lunar 
New Year coincided with the fight against the COVID-19, 
the Iranian foreign minister wrote on Twitter: "No matter 
whether it is prosperity or adversity, Iran will always stand 
with the Chinese people" that moved Chinese netizens. Iran 
was the first country to openly support China in fighting the 
epidemic and provided material assistance to China. 2 After 
coronavirus outbreaks and the number of COVID-19 
infections increases in Iran, as early as February 28, a team of 
volunteer medical expert team from the Red Cross Society of 
China dispatched to Tehran to provide support to the 
COVID-19 prevention and control in Iran.3 This is the first 
group of volunteer medical experts dispatched by China. In 
fact, not only provides medical and technical supplies and 
support to Iran, China also sends medical teams to Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Algeria, Sudan and other Middle Eastern 
countries. China also provides medical supplies to other 
Middle Eastern countries to help improve the detection 
capabilities, provide China‘s experience of treatment and 
share lessons. 
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The image of China and Middle Eastern countries 
cooperating in fighting COVID-19 and working together in 
the same boat is a reflection of the deep friendship between 
countries and a good example of close cooperation within the 
international community. The composition of the new 
international order is inseparable from responsible big powers 
and healthy international institutions working together to 
jointly provide global public goods. 
 
New international order should be an unbiased multi-
polarization pattern 
The ideal future world order should be multi-polarized and 
should abandon political stereotypes. To promote the joint 
cooperation of the international community to fight against 
the epidemic, it is necessary to support the international 
mechanism represented by WHO to play a role in the global 
anti-epidemic cooperation, and to maintain the status and role 
of the United Nations. A fair international order is also 
related to whether backward countries that do not have 
sufficient healthcare infrastructure and vaccine research 
capability can also have fair access to treatment and 
prevention of COVID-19. 

The COVID-19 treatment and control cooperation 
between China and Middle East countries is a positive 
example of cooperation between developing countries. 
Effective protection, enforced quarantine and isolation, 
monitor examination and testing, clinical treatment, 
epidemiological tracking, information sharing, vaccine 
research and many fields are inseparable from the 
cooperation of developed and developing countries. When 
irresponsible and irrational populist politicians are busy 
playing the blame game, successful communication and 
mutual help among professional medical experts and 
professional technical teams from various countries are still 
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modeling the impression that multilateral cooperation is still 
feasible and effective. 

Even if there is no challenge of the COVID-19 threat, the 
cooperation between China and Middle East countries is a 
good manifestation of an unbiased and multi-polar order. 
There are frequent head of state diplomacy and high-level 
visits between China and Middle East countries. Take the 
China-Arab Cooperation Forum established in 2004 as an 
example. The China-Arab Cooperation Forum is a 
multilateral platform for deepening cooperation in the Arab 
region. China and the 22 member states of the Arab League 
have built joint efforts to make BRI a road for peace, 
prosperity, openness, innovation and civilization on the 
principles and idea of achieving shared growth through 
discussion and collaboration.1  

The China-Arab Cooperation Forum formulates a platform 
for regional collective cooperation and pragmatic 
cooperation. The cooperation between China and Arab 
countries in fighting against COVID-19 reflects the concept 
of building a global community of shared future, and 
enriched the connotation of the promising international 
community. 

The Middle East countries' support for China's fighting 
COVID-19 is comprehensive. Unlike the situation in the 
western developed countries that stigmatized China's 
achievements in fighting the epidemic, media reports from 
the Middle East countries on China's epidemic prevention 
and control generally support China‘s policy. In February, 
when china fighting against the novel coronavirus, the Burj 
Khalifa in Abu Dubai, the UAE‘s main landmarks, were 
illuminated with the Chinese color to send out a message of 
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UAE‘s solidarity with China.1 Middle East‘ epidemic news 
are not hesitant to report on China's achievements in 
resuming work and resuming business, nor are they afraid to 
criticize the US government for its ineffective treatment. This 
is an expression of unbiasedness and upholding international 
justice.  

The direction of future international order should abandon 
the Cold War mentality and respect the true national 
capabilities and governance levels of all countries. The 
comparative advantage between countries is reflected in their 
governance capabilities, not so-called the pros and cons of 
political system. 
 
New international order should focus on economic 
development 
Jointly boosting the economy, securing the wellbeing of 
humanity, improving people's livelihood and maintain world 
prosperity is more meaningful than political ideological 
disputes. In addition to the public health security crisis 
brought to the world by COVID-19, the more serious impact 
is the enormous pressure on public finances. In the World 
Economic Outlook report published by the IMF on June 24, 
the global economy will shrink by 4.9%2this year. This scale 
of economic shrinkage is the worst recession since the Great 
Depression in the 1930s. World Bank is even more 
pessimistic. According World Bank's Global Economic 
Prospects report, the world economy is expected to shrink 
5.2%3, which is the deepest global recession in 80 years. In 
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the post-epidemic era, revitalizing the economy is not only a 
priority for developing countries, but also a major test for the 
governments of developed countries. 

China is a promoter of peace in the Middle East and a 
participant in the development of the Middle East. As the 
Middle East security forum entitled ―Security in the middle 
east under the new situation challenges and prospects‖ held in 
Beijing in November 2019 announced, participants from 
Middle Eastern countries and China agreed on the role of 
China in MENA with long-time complex security problems 
such as regional political turmoil and security dilemmas.1 
Basing on the experience of solving security issues in the 
Middle East, raising the economic level, eliminating poverty, 
and promoting security through development are the 
fundamental prescriptions for eradicating shackles of 
traditional and untraditional security problems, like terrorism. 

The rising global economic recession crisis and turbulent 
financial markets make the top priority of the international 
community should be to restore world‘s economy by 
ensuring and maintaining the openness, stability, security of 
the global industrial and supply chain. Propagating political 
stereotypes, advocating populism, building trade barriers, and 
advocating "de-globalization" are not helpful for economic 
development. The consequences of stigmatization of fighting 
the pandemic and politicization of the virus will impact on 
low-income countries‘ fight against the epidemic, thereby 
harming the overall situation of world economic development 
in the end. 
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After the spread of the epidemic is controlled, the recovery 
process of the world economy will be long. The future goal 
of the Belt and Road Initiative is to build a healthy road, a 
road to recovery and a road to development. Continuing to 
promote the construction of the BRI will help all countries in 
the world to work together to restore economy. BRI is 
China‘s manifestation of a responsible member, and a 
manifestation of the humanitarian spirit of working together 
in the international community. 
 
New international order should not compete for 
supremacy 
Finally, it is also extremely important that the world order 
should be dedicated to satisfying the common wellbeing of 
prosperous and stable, rather than taking advantage of the 
strategic opportunities created by the epidemic to be a 
predator of world hegemony. 

China‘s record in fighting the COVID-19 pneumonia 
cannot be achieved without the support and help of the whole 
world. The State Council Information Office‘s (SCIO) 
newest white paper ‗Fighting COVID-19: China in Action‘ 
provides a series of touching numbers：the international 
community provided valuable support and assistance when 
the coronavirus situation in China was at its most difficult. 
Leaders of more than 170 countries, heads of 50 international 
and regional organizations, and more than 300 foreign 
political parties and organizations expressed solidarity and 
support for China. 77 countries and 12 international 
organizations donated emergency medical supplies. Local 
governments, enterprises, non-governmental organizations 
and people from 84 countries donated materials. The BRICS 
New Development Bank and the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank provided emergency loans of RMB7 billion 
and RMB2.485 billion, while the World Bank and the Asian 
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Development Bank offered loans for the building of China‘s 
public health emergency management system. 1 

While under the tremendous pressure of coronavirus 
control, China has moved quickly to provide as much 
assistance to the international community as it can. As of 
May 31, China had sent 29 medical expert teams to 27 
countries, and offered assistance to 150 countries and 4 
international organizations. 2 

The Covid-19 global pandemic is a serious crisis and a 
daunting challenge for the entire world. It poses a grave 
threat to all countries and their government. Governments‘ 
response measures do not inherently have policy advantages 
from any transcendental ideology or political position. 
Francis Fukuyama, a well-known supporter of democracy, 
also admitted that in countries that are unwilling to offend 
voters, the response to coronavirus pneumonia has resulted in 
a high number of deaths.3 Neither the United States nor 
Western countries that historically have economic advantages 
over China should let go of their arrogance and prejudice 
towards China. The participating goals repeatedly 
emphasized by China are peace, prosperity and stability all 
over the world. China advocates cooperation, not 
competition, not conflict. 

It has to admit that there are still political differences and 
ideological disputes in the world. There are still countries 
trying to compete for hegemony on the world‘s or regional 
political stage. Many realist observers argue that 
confrontation between big powers is inevitable. Others hope 
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to use multilateralism to offset the confrontation.1 However, 
any country or international organization that puts people‘s 
well-being at the forefront of their common efforts inevitably 
build a Global Community of Health for All, for a common 
prosperity and a better tomorrow, rather than the 
politicization of economy. As China and the Middle East 
countries have demonstrated in their cooperation in epidemic 
prevention, in the presence of a common health security 
crisis, pragmatic cooperation will be used to lay a solid 
foundation for mutual trust and solid mutual trust to create a 
more stable and prosperous community of shared future. 

The world order is already in the process of gradually 
change. The pandemic accelerated the changing of new world 
order. Unreasonable unilateralism will only erode the already 
crumbling soft power appeal. The post-hegemonic order in 
the post-epidemic era should be an international order 
without absolute hegemony. This new international order is 
not an international anarchy, but a multi-polar, jointly 
consultative international order full of confidence in 
cooperation. 
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