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ABSTRACT: With the aim of improving bilateral friendships and promoting
multilateral cooperation, China’s religious diplomacy vis-a-vis countries along
the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road is conducted mainly in the secular public
sphere and spiritual civil domain, involving religious luminaries, monumental
temples, and religious scriptures. A sinicized religious diplomacy based on a
common belief takes the routes of Buddhism’s spread and reaches adjacent areas.
It promotes mutual learning and envisions a community of shared future for
humankind. The strategy selection of Chinese religious diplomacy depends on
the degree of mobilization on the part of adherent groups, the extent of social
support, and the level of governmental assistance. Indigenization and adaptation
to contemporary political institutions could increase the viability and
effectiveness of Chinese religious diplomacy.

KEYWORDS: 21st-Century Marine Silk Road, religious diplomacy, Buddhist

outreach, Southeast Asia

Toward a Clean and Beautiful World under A Community of Shared
Future Vision

LU Guangsheng and WU Boxun

ABSTRACT: A clean and beautiful world is a vision put forward by Chinese
President Xi Jinping, pointing the direction of China’s environmental governance
efforts. The vision and related official statements have outlined an
environmentally-friendly development course — featuring economic growth,
improved livelihood, and healthy ecosystems—Beijing has chosen to take as it
stands ready to participate in a more active manner in global environmental
governance by contributing more Chinese wisdom and solutions. Efforts to
realize the vision could start in China’s neighborhood, for example, the greater

Mekong subregion, where a community of shared environment may serve as a
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