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launched by President Trump against China represents the most recent resurgence
of U.S. techno-nationalism and reflects a hegemonic mindset that seeks to
preserve U.S. economic and technological primacy. The Trump administration
regards the growth of China’s high-tech giants and science and technology
industries as a grave threat to U.S. national security, and seeks to build a Western
alliance to impede the growth of China’s high-tech industry. Washington’s
unilateral techno-nationalism is eroding the foundation of China-U.S. relations,
weakening the world economic momentum, and undermining global strategic
stability.

KEYWORDS: techno-nationalism, economic nationalism, tech-war, China-U.S.
relations

Securitized Sectarian Strife and Middle East Peace: The Case of Saudi
Arabia

LIU Zhongmin and Zhao Yuechen

ABSTRACT: Since the outbreak of the Arab Spring in 2011, growing sectarian
conflicts within and across national boundaries in the Middle East, especially
those between Iran and Saudi Arabia, have rendered the delicate regional peace
and security even more precarious. Sectarian issues by themselves are not a
major factor shaping a country’s foreign policy until policymakers begin to
securitize them. The radicalization of Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy is an example
of securitization of sectarian conflicts. A growing sense of insecurity resulting
from changing regional and global security dynamics is driving this securitization
process and Riyadh’s turn to assertive foreign policy. A radicalized foreign policy
driven by securitized sectarianism not only helps the Saudi royal family
consolidate its domestic legitimacy and regional leadership but also changes the
balance of power between Riyadh and Tehran. But securitization may also drag
Saudi Arabia into endless regional proxy conflicts and a foreign policy narrative
based on sectarian threat perception may give rise to more regional extremist
movements to the detriment of Saudi national security.
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Religion in China’s Public Diplomacy: Origin, Evolution, and
Prospects

WANG Liwan

ABSTRACT: The Chinese government places a high political confidence in
religious communities and encourages them to play a larger role in China’s
public diplomacy. China’s religious public diplomacy has gone through several
developmental stages including “from spontaneity to self-consciousness” and
“from prudence to proactiveness.” In practice, Beijing’s religious public
diplomacy takes many forms, such as establishing international institutions for
religious exchanges, hosting large international forums, engagement with
international religious organizations, and exchanges of high-level visits and
regular dialogues. To improve the effectiveness of religious diplomacy, the
central government has formulated a legal and regulatory framework, adopted a
multi-actor cooperative working method, identified the specific targets, and
granted religious communities considerable flexibility. Risk prevention and
competition management have become increasingly important as Beijing faces
growing risk and competition in its conduct of religious diplomacy. Moving
forward, China needs to elevate the level of religious strategic communications,
set up more international religious platforms, engage with more actors and targets,
and improve risk prevention and control mechanisms. It also needs to promote
the growth of the five religions and folk faiths with a view to consolidating
China’s national identification, religious identification, and soft power.
KEYWORDS: public diplomacy, religion, transition, operational mechanism, risk
prevention and control
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XIANG Wenhui
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