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Ideology and National Interests in Diplomatic Thoughts

and Practice of Khomeini

Liu Zhongmin

Abstract: To establish Islamic world order by exporting revolution has been the
core of Tran’ s diplomacy after Islamic Revolution in 1979. For carrying out this goal
Khomeini put forward systematic conception about Islamic world order in the area of
international relations and foreign policy. The contents of Khomeini’ diplomatic
thoughts included his arguments on international system and exporting revolution and
they embodied in anti — system ( including anti — west and anti — west) diplomacy and
exporting revolution diplomacy. The essence of Iranian diplomacy in Khomeini era is a
kind of revolutionary diplomacy and it emphasizes the importance of ideology rather
than national interests. Although it has the nationalistic implications of anti —imperialism
it has encountered some setback. In the post — Khomeini era the Iranian ideological
diplomacy became weak and national interests became more important  but there is
restriction of Khomeini” diplomatic legacy in Tran and now Iran still faces dilemma
of balance between ideology and national interests.
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