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economic ties, while their bilateral relationship will continue to fluctuate
between “moderately closing to each other” and “limited distance from

each other”.

The Predicament and Prospect of the Arab Parties’ Development
in Israel, by Zou Zhiqiang, Assistant Research Fellow from Institute of
Middle East Studies, Shanghai International Studies University and Wu
Jiabin, Graduate Student from Institute of Middle East Studies, Shanghai
International Studies University. Affected by issues rooted in history
and continuous influence of the long-term Palestine-Israel conflicts, the
dual identities of the Arabs in Israel as both “Israelis” and “Palestinians”
are very distinctive, which has profound impact on the process of their
political participation and the development of the Arab parties. In recent
years, the intensification of the position of Israel as a Jewish state and
the strengthened dominance of the right-wing regimes have made the
contradiction and conflict of the dual identities of the Arab parties more
outstanding, which has condensed the space for their development. In
the future, the prospect of the Arab parties’ development will be greatly
affected by such factors as the position of Israel as a Jewish state and
democracy in Israel, the ruling position of the right-wing regimes, and the
route selection of the Arab parties. In addition, the changes in the Middle
East and the marginalization of the Palestine-Israel issue have intensified

the predicament of their development.
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