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@ The White House, National Security Strategy of the United States, 1988, Washington D. C. , January
1988, p. 18.

@ The White House, National Security Strategy of the United States, 1987, Washington D. C. , January
1987, pp.28 -29.

@ Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense, Base Structure Report, Fiscal Year 1991, Washington
D. C. ; US Department of Defense, 1990, pp. 94, 167.

@ Department of Defense, Conduct of the Persian Gulf War:. Final Report, Washington D. C. ; GPO,
1992, p.93.

® Anthony H. Cordesman and Abraham R. Wagner, The Lessons of Modern War: The Gulf War,
Boulder: Westview Press, 1996, p. 82.
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@ Joint Chief of Staff, National Military Strategy of The United States, Washington, DC, January
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@ The White House, National Security Strategy of the United States, 1993, Washington D. C. , January
1993, pp.8, 14.
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(D The White House, A National Security Strategy of Engagement and Enlargement, 1994, Washington
D. C., July 1994, p.2.
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@D The White House, A National Security Strategy for a New Century, 1999, Washington D. C. ,
December 1999, p. 11.

@ The White House, A National Security Strategy of Engagement and Enlargement, 1996, Washington
D. C., February 1996, p.42; The White House, A National Security Strategy for a New Century, 1998,
Washington D. C. , May 1998, p.52.

@ See Henry H. Shelton, Chairman of the JCS before the Committee on Armed Services, Joint Posture
Statement 2000, U. S. Senate, Washington D. C. , 8 February 2000.

@ Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Base Structure Report, Fiscal Year 1999 Baseline,
Washington D. C. ; US Department of Defense, 1999, p. 49.
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@ Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Base Structure Report, Fiscal Year 2001 Baseline,
Washington D. C. ; US Department of Defense, 2001, pp.41 —43.

@ Ibid. , pp. 62 —63.

@ U.S. Department of Defense, Quadrennial Defense Review Report, 2001, Washington, D.C. :
U. S. Department of Defense, September 2001, p. 2.

@ The White House, The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, 2002, Washington
D. C., September 2002, p. 1.
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@O The White House, The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, 2002, Washington
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@ Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Base Structure Report, Fiscal Year 2003 Baseline,
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@ 1Ibid. , pp.61 -81.

@ Department of Defense, The National Defense Strategy of the United States of America, Washington
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@ The White House, The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, 2006, Washington
D. C. , March 2006, p.2.

@ U.S. Department of Defense, Quadrennial Defense Review Report, 2006, Washington, D.C. :
U. S. Department of Defense, February 2006, pp. vi - vii.
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@ Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Base Structure Report, Fiscal Year 2006 Baseline,
Washington D. C. ; US Department of Defense, 2006, pp.71 —87.

® The White House, The National Security Strategy of the United States of America, 2006, Washington
D. C. , March 2006, p.?2.

@ Degang Sun and Yahia H. Zoubir, “The Eagle’s Nest in the Horn of Africa; US Military Strategic
Deployment in Djibouti” , Africa Spectrum, Vol. 51, No. 1, 2016, p.115.
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The Rise and Fall of the US Military Bases in the Middle
East Countries: A Textual Interpretation Based

on of the US Security Policy Papers

Sun Degang

Abstract: Based on the textual study of the US security policy papers of the White
House, the Defense Ministry, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the article argues that the
US military deployment in the Middle East follows the trend of “regional expansion,
regional extraction, strategic expansion and strategic extraction” . The rise and fall of
the US base deployment in the Middle East is related to that of Europe and the Asia —
Pacific, and is relevant to the shifts of US global strategic focus. Externally, the US
military base deployment is determined by the perception of the regional threat, the
launching of the Gulf War, the Afghan War and the Iraq War, etc; internally, it is
determined by the Presidential doctrines of George Herbert Walker George, Clinton,
George Walker Bush and Obama, as well as US fiscal status, bipartisan politics, and
historical memories. In the future, US will be less reliant on significant military bases in
the Middle East due to the Pentagon’s military transformation, the upgrading of its
military technology, the rise of the Middle East countries’ nationalism, the increase of
the aircraft combat radius, and the deployment of the floating bases like the aircraft —
carrier battle groups, etc. The US will be more dependent on insignificant and more
flexible forward bases and collective security sites instead.

Key Words: US Military Strategy; Middle East Bases; Forward Bases
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