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The Politicization of Ports:
Political Risks of China’s Participation in Port Construction
along the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road

Z0U Zhigiang' SUN Degang’

(1. Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083, China; 2. Fudan University, Shanghai
200433, China)

Abstract: As one of the key carriers, port construction projects are faced with prominent political risks in
building the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, which transforms the originally economic issue into a security
and political issue. Risks confronting the politicization of ports mainly include changes in the domestic polit-
ical and social situation of the host country, complex relations and strategic competition among regional
countries, major powers’ intervention, and geopolitical games. The so-called theories of “military base” ,
“debt imperialism” , and “neo-colonialism” hyped by Western countries and India against China, have be-
come 3 typical tags of port politicization. The politicization of ports often goes beyond enterprises’ capacity
to manage and has become a major risk confronting China in the coordination of domestic and foreign re-
sources and the development of overall diplomacy. China should continue to follow the market-oriented prin-
ciples in the process of port construction along the Maritime Silk Road, highlight its economic nature, ex-
pand “port+” mode cooperation with 3rd parties to improve its multilateral attribute, reduce its geopolitical
risk, and endow ports constructed by China with the property of international public goods.

Key words: the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road; political risks in port construction; port politicization;

international public goods



