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Crises in Political Development with Structural
Security Constraints in the Middle East

Zhang Yuan

Abstract; Since the Arab Spring, most of the countries in the Middle East
have implemented political governance adjustments aimed at political
restructuring. However, the upheavals over the past eight years in the Middle East
have not brought the expected political and social development to the local
people. The relatively unique security structure is an important restrictive factor that
hinders the political reform. The structural security constraints faced by the Middle
East are the lack of endogenous security norms, the exogenous intervention in the
security order, and the interplay of internal and external security dilemmas. The
prevailing structural security constraints have made it difficult for those governments
to resolve the crises of identity, legitimacy, penetration, participation, unification
and distribution in the political development process of most Mideast countries. In the
future, to resolve the structural security constraints and defuse crises in political
development of the Middle East, it needs to pay more attention to the
interrelationship between stability and political reform, to the importance of
economic development, to the complexity of ethnic groups, and to the long lasting
security governance in the Middle East.
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